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CRETENSIS/ 


A BRIEFE ANSWER TOS! 


an ulcerous Treatiſe, lately publiſh- 


ed by M* THoMAS EDVvVvARDSs, 
intituled, G ANGRe AN A: Calculated for the- 
Meridian of ſuch paſlages in the ſaid T reatife, which 


relate to M*® John Goodwin ; bit may without ary 
ſ{enfible error indiffercatly ſerve for the whole Tracts 


| Wherein ſome of the beſt meins for the cure of the 


ſaid dangerous ulcer, called Gargrera, and to prevent 


_ the ſpreading of it to the danger of the precious ſuules 
of men, are clearly opened, and hens applied ; 


| By thelaid J oHN GooD vviN,a well-willer to 
_ the Saints, in the work and patience of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The he Cretiuns are —_ liers, evill beaſts,@c. This witneſſe is trac : Where- 


fore rebuke them ſharply(dmoriuer cuttingly ) that they may be  ſound.in the 
Faith, Tit. 1. 12, 13. 

And 1 pat a lowd woice ſaying in Heaven,Now t come Glaies and ſtrength 
and the Kingdome of our God,and the power of bs Chriſt; for TH E A C- 
CUSER OF OUR BRETHREN 5 caſt downe@rc. Revel. + Bd * 


| Let not an evill- ſpeaker be eſtabliſhed on earth : cvill ſhall bunt the violent max - 
| to overthrow him, Plal. 140. 11. 


| Rat they ſball proceed no further ; for their folly fhall be manife it ento all men, 

a theirs alſo was, 2 T im. 3.9. 

| Dui ergo bent mimtulur, & abſy; ulld verecundia, quiegu'd m buccam r670rit, conf 'ngit | 

—— Yatres, magiftrum ſe optamium probat. Hier onymus [.c, Ap: }. adverſus Rullia. 
TaJoa 2p dobgebror elnoxtpmp ©” &y Ns onony” 

" Epyoy, omip Tees Ts, 5vi Toon ed IM uſe 16s | 


| The ſecond Edition:corretted & amended by the Author. 
Publiſhed according to Order, and Print-d tor Henry | 
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Overton, and are to be (oid at his Shop in Popes-head Alley. | 
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\ Ehold( faith the Lord Chriſt to Peter ) Star 

YZ hath defired you, that he may ſift you as wheat 3. 

Men uſe to ſift wheat more carefully and 

# thoroughly, then other graine. I he reaſon is, 

2 becauſe it being the pureſt and richeſt of all 

graine, a little beggery or ſoyleleft in it, is fo 

much the greater eye-ſore , whilſt it is yet ia 

the heap, or hand; and beftides any mixture 

of drofle being ground with wheat, is (tor the fame reaſon ) the 

more offenfive in taſte, when bread comes ro be made of ic. So that 

 ourSaviours meaning in the recited Paſlage is ; that the Devill hath 

a very great defire to obtaine leave from God of {itting the Saints 

thoroughly , 7. by libertie of temptation to try them to the utter- 

moſt,what may be gotten out of them by way of weakneſs and cor- 

ruption; not indeed to make them the more pure, ( though this be 

Gods defigne in the permiſſion ) but to render chem the more t1n- 

full and polluted, and to abate and pull downe their high intereits 
both with God and man. 

The Author of the late Treatiſe, knowne by the mark cf a Gan- 
grene or Cancer in the torehead of ic, being ( as it ſeems ) of Satans 
countel!, and partaker of his intentions again{t the Saints, hath di- 

A2 ligently 
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Iigcnay ſwept his floore; and gathered together his ſifrings,all char 
crofle and beggery of weaknellcs and infirmitics, which Satan with=- ' 
in the compaſlc of foure yeares(by his own confettion ) was able to 
{ifr out of them, and he to cume to the knowledge of ; and hath 
ground,kneaded,and bak't ir,and made ſzew-bread of ir, for ſuch of 
the Presbyterian Sons of Lezz, and their retinuegto eat, as are of his 
own dyet ayd conſtitution. Bur ( doubtlefle ) the man ſuffers lofie 
in his deſigne, upon the ſame terms,and by the ſame occalion,upon 
which his Grand Tator many times ſuffers the like alſo in his;who, 
though his ſubcilcie and induſtry to promote his kingdome, be very 
great and formidable, yet is ever and anon befooPd by his malice, 
which is predominant,and magnifies it ſelfe above them both. This 
{till imporctunes him for preſenc aCtion againſt the Saints, and ſuf- 
fers him not to preconlider, whether the winning of the Relts, be 
not like to loſe him the race. So (doubtleſſe ) M* Edwards being o0- 
yercome, even to an intoxication , with the ſweetnefle of his end, 
the defamation of his poore innocent helplefſe Brethren, {irnamed 
(by himſelfe and many others, who of late have aCted themſelves 
into a far deeper merit of the name,and that in the worſt ſenſe aud 
conſtruftion of the word ) Independents ; had not his Prudentials 
free,to conſider, whether the courſe wbich he hath ſteer d codrown 
them in the black Sea of infamy and reproofe, be not more like to 
carry them into the faire H.zvens of honour. For he that chargeth 
his enemy,whofe reputation in every kinde he ſets himſelfe to tread 
and trample under foor,like clay and mirein the ſtreets,onely with 
ſuch and fuch crimes; he doth not ſo much charge him with theſe, 
as acquit and diſcharge him from all others. 

There is no reafonable man, but will abate and deduCt,and that 
to a pood proportion, from ſuch recxonings and accounts , which 
 aredrawne upand given into him by the hand ofenvie : much lefle 
will he judge ſuch accounts ſhort,or defeQive in particulars.So that 
whereas MF Edw. conceits, that he hath now in his Gangrena in- 
form'd the world,how bad and vile theſe Sefaries and Independents 
are; the Truth is, that he hath done bur this faintly , and with the 
extreame hazard of his own reputation;bur he hath juſtified and ac- 
quitted them with an high band from all other crimes and imputa- 
tions of any worſe reſentment or import, then thoſe wherewith he 


aſperſeth them; and conſequently, hath repreſented them nato che 
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vecrld as better and far more deſerving , then far the greateſt part 
of his own Presbyterzan generation. For ficſt,as to matter ofprafiſc, 
look of whar crimes or miſcarriages ſoever,he hath with any truth, 
1mpeached the men of his indignation ; I here: (in his own phraſe 
eliwhere*)caſt the glove to bim,that it he will accept of the challenge, antap. p. 53. 
I will produce both as many tor number, as foule ( yea farre more 
foule ) for nature, perpetrated and done by a farleſſe number of his 
Claſſique Proſelyres, then they are, among(t whom he pretends to 
tind ſo many things of ſuch portentuous demerirc. Yea and that I 
will give another manner of account of the realitie and truth of 
what I brivg upon the Stage in this kinde, then he hath done, or 
ever will be able to doe, of a very conliderable part of thoſe things, 
which his gangred pen hath utrered againſt his SeCaries. . 

And ſecondly,for matter of opinion; I caft my glove unto him the 
ſecond time. that I will doe the like. 1.That I will diſcover and find 
out as many errors and hereſtes, and thoſe of every whit as dange- 
rous an import, as thofe which he pretends ( or at leaſt is able to 
prove ) to be at this day extant among thoſe who by the authoritie 
(or paſſion rather and precipitancy) of his pen are voted Searies, 
in a far leſſer number of his Claſſique party;onely upon condition, 
that he ſhall undertake to perſwade thoſe, amongſt whom I ſhall 
undertake ro make this diſcovery , to anſwer, and give an account 
unto me what their judgementsare,in all ſuch points and queſtions, 
which I ſhall propoſe to them. Yea whereas he makes ſuch a Tra- 
gicall outcry, that there ſhould be 180 errors and hereſtes among(t 
us, as if he were afraid that he ſhould loſe his Presbyterian Religion 
in the crowd ; 1 verily believe ( and not without ground) that if he 
would vouchſafe but treely and candidly to declare his minde and * 
judgement, in all ſuch points, as I would tender unto him,and nor 
profeſſe that Scepticiſme himſelfe, which he ſo much abhorres in 0- 
thers, I could make a diſcovery of as many (errors and hereltes to- 
gether I meane ) in himſelfe alone. Nor doe judge, that the moſt 
Orthodox Presbyterian under Heaven (no nor Independent neither) 
erresmuch beneath the like rate or number of errors and miftakes 
In matters of Religion. FE | 

And ſuppoſe the man were reliev'd with this ſuppoſition ( Cujus 
ramen contrarium verum eſt, as will be atteſted by many Authentique 
witneſſes) that all the tales he tells co make that crowne of honour 
to languiſh and fade, which God hath fer upon the heads of thoſe 
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which to him (ic ſeems ) are Heatbens and Publicans,lmeane SeQa- 
ries and Independents, were true; yer certainly they that ſcattered 


them were more innocent then he that gathered them up,eſpecially 


with ſo polluted an intention, as to call the world together to ſee 
the nakednefle of the Saints,and to rejoyce with Satan in his vi&o- 
ries and triumphs over them. If the man had thought good to have 
ſerved his God in verſe as he hath done in proſe, he might have 
begun his work with this Hexameter, 

Fortunam Satan, & magnos cantabo triumphos. j. 

The fortunes of Great Satan I will ſing, 

And eke the trophies rare of this brave King. 
Fallings through infirmity,are but the footſteps of Fleſb and Bloud: 
but bloudy inſultations over men becauſe of failings, bewray Prin- 
cipalities and powers, and more ſpiriteall wickeaneſſes. Doubtleſle, the 
fin of Cham in diſcovering the nakednefle of his Father unco his bre- 
thren, was greater then the fin of his Father in being drunk : Curſed 
be Canaan, (faith Noah as a Prophet) aſervant of ſervants ſhall he be 
unto his brethren ®.And ſo the faQ of Doeg the Edomite in informing 
Saul againſt Abimelech the Prieſt, about what he had done for Da- 
vid®, was by many degrees more ſtigmaticall then any thing that 
Abimelech did. 

The form of thoſe accuſations which M* Edwards hath levied a- 
gainſt his brethren, is much more inexcuſable then the matter of 
them. Nor doe we read that either Chawor Doeg, though fonnes of 
much unworthineſſe, ever traded with Satan for theſe black com- 
modities,or compaſled the earth toand froby their Eves-droppers, 
Agents,or FaCors, to gather up and furniſh themſelves with che 
{innes or infirmities of the Saints ; no nor that they ever took up a 
report into their lips againſt any man,upon either the looſe or ma- 
Jicious ſuggeſtion of others ; bur onely related and informed what 
themſelves ſaw with their own eyes, and that caſually and without 
awaiting the opportunty. Whether therefore the man wee know, 
hath not comforted theſe ſonnes of ſhame by doubling the ſpirit of 
their unworthineſſe upon himfelfe, I leave to the conſideration of 
ſuch men, who have not facrificed the principles of their ingenuity 
upon the ſervice of the Claſlique cauſe. In publiſhing the failings and 
miſcarriages of perſons-engaged in the profeſlion of Religion,what 
hath he «ſe donebur:fownethe world with the fecd both;pf blaſ- 
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hearts of wicked and prophane men? yea,he hath ſpread a table for 
Satan with the ſhame & ſorrows of the Saints, and made more joy 
in hell with the noyſe of his Gargrene going forth into the world, 
then that climate hath knowne for theſe many generations; yea, he 
hath mede Be/zebub himſelfe drunk with the bloud of the reputari- 
on of his enemies,(I mean the Saints) and hath lifced him up halte 
way towards that heaven from which our Saviour long flince ſaw 
him falling like lightning *. Beſides, doe not all men know thar the 
compoſition of the world it ſelfe, and of all the parts of it, conſiſts 
ex flore & fece, of what is excellent and what is excrement? For M* 
Edwards or any man to judge of Independency by the miſcarriages, 
whether in praQice or opinion,of ſome few that (it's likely) are the 
retrimentitious part of that way,isas if a man ſhould make an eſti- 
mate of Cheapſide by the channel] that runs in the midſt of it, or 
give ſentence. of the holy and ele& Angels by what is found in fin 
and wiczedneſſe in the Devils.If Independency hath irs tens, Presbyte- 
ry hath its thouſands of the ſons of Belizl in her retinue. Andif the 
man will deale fairly in comparing them together, he muſt not ſer 
the head of che one againſt the taile of the orher, but meaſure head 
with head, and taile with taile. All may be true which the man 
chargeth upon Tndependency, and yet Independency lift up her head 
in worth and dignity as high above Presbyrery. 
| uantum lenta folent inter viburna cupreſſs, 1. 
As the tall Cyprefle trees ſurmount the ſhrubbs; . 

oras the Cedar in Lebanon is by the hand of nature advanc'd. above 
the Thiſtle in Lebanon. The moſt accurled hypocrites that ever the 
earth bare, have been of the profefiion of Chriftianity , and yer 
Chriftianitie the beft of all profefitons. That Wolves are oft found 
in Sheeps cloathing, is ſo farre from being matter of diſparagemene 
unto it, that it rather commends it for the beſt and moit innocent 
cloathing of all other : Nor ought the ſheep(as Anguſiine taid long 
ince) either to lay afide his cloating, or thinkethe worſe of it, be- 
"cauſe the Wolfe ſometimes puts it on to deceive by it. I he Angels 
of light are not out of love with their ſhining, becauſe the miniſters 
of Satan transform themſelves into their likeneffe. Nay,it is a glorious 
teſtimony to the outward deportment of the blefied Angels,that the 
Angel of darkneſfle defire to afſame ic, when they deiire to conceale 
and-/hide themſelves. The ordinary wildome of the fleth teacheth 
men to take of the beſt to cover the worſt withall. Buc 
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But what atonement can be made for the man and his demerit, 
In caſe he ſhall be found to ſycophanrize,to fill the world with for- 
ged cavillations and {landers againſt the Saints? and a great (if not 
the far greater) part of what he hath written, be evidenced to be 
not of the race or i{lue of the folly and weaknefle of thoſe that are 
accuſed, but of che wiidome of the flc{h,and ſtrength of envie in the 
accuſer, and ſome others, who by the mediation of the ſame deare 
intereſt, are both one fleſh and one ſpirit too with him ? Should.not 
the world have cauſe to feare leſt the Sun would be aſhamed , and 
che Moone abaſhed at the very ſightof ſuch a monſter of impietie 
as this ; and mourn in ſackcloath over the deplorable and ſad con- 
dicion of men, that ſuch things ſhould be found wich them ? yea, 
and £0 interpret the birth of it, as a ſigne that her difſolution ap- 
proacheth, and. i ever: at the dyores ? T have neither leaſuce nor op- 
portunitie to ſearch to che bottome, or fift ro the bran, all that the 
man ſtorieth, per ſe and per alzos, in his Gangrene; nor doelI hold in- 
relligence with any man to inform my (lfe of his haltings,bur I am 
able of mine own knowledge to avouch'*he untruth of ſome things 
aſſerted by him : the untruch of more hath been avouched unto me 
by others ; and I makelittle queſtion but that when all his accuſed 
ones ſhall have had time and opportunitie to ſtand forth and plead 
their innocency, there will be very little truth found remaining in : 
any thing reported by him, except ( haply Yin ſuch things which 
are tranſgreſlions againſt ng Law. 

In the meane while he hath taken a pretty polirick courſe to fave 
the ſtake of his own repute, and to prevent as much as may be; 
the through examination of the greateſt part of what his Gangrene 
repreſentsby way of diſparagement to the Independent partie, by 
printing ſo many Letters ſo full fraught with theſe commodities, 
wichour the names. of their Authors. For by this meanes he may 


| put downe in ink and paper, and make up Letter-wiſe what he 


pleaſeth, and yet no man be ableto ſay unto him that black is his 
eye for ſo doing. If he will aftirme that ſuch or ſuch Letters were 
ſent unto him, or came to his hands, and withall refuſe to produce 
the Anthors, or pretend reaſons why he ſhould not name them 3 
well may we fuſpe& jugling : but yet the Jugler hath a Citie of re- 
fuge tofly unto co ſave himielfe out-of the hand of a deteRor. And 
to me it ſeems not alitle ſtrange, that M* Edwards ſhould keep the | 

names 
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names of his informers, who have contributed ſo liberajly towards 
the ſame defigne with himſclte, nnder hatches, or within the vaile ; 
when as he proſtitutes his own name with fo much confidence 
(that I ſay not impudence) in the frontiſpice of his boeke. If he 
judgeth it honourable in hini{clte, to bee taken notice of for Com- 
mander in chicfe in the Claflique warres againſt Secaries and Inde-- 
peixdents ; he had no reaſon to hide the names of his Captains, and 
thoſe that ſerved'in inferiour place of command under him in 'the 
ſame ſervice :except he either thinks that they have been too timo- 
rons and low-ſpiriced in the ation, and in this reſpect is tender of 
their repucation, hoping they may quit themſelves more like men 
hereafter, and then he means to bring forth their names with hos 
nour ; or el{c.judgeth that his own intereſt in the glory. of the at- 
chievement , will riſe the better , and bee the greater and more in« 
re, no man ſhall be looked upen, or known by name, that gave 
aſliſtance to him im the work. Or elſe thirdly, fteareth leſt the con- 
tents of the Jetters being evicted of forgery and untruth,: ould re- 
fic diſhoner upon the indighters, and fo diſcourage and weaken 
their hand as to any further ſervice in ſo laudable a cauſe. But the 
truth is, that I cannot attribute ſo much either to theifirſt of rheſe 
reaſons, or to the ſecond, nor ycr to the third (though this hath 
molt in it) as tobe able to believe, that he ſuppreſſed his names for 
any otherend, then co ſuppreſic the examination of the truth of the 
letters. I know , that if I would borrow but a little Presbyterian 
faith, I could with this, without any demurre ay np Ee-Y at 
all, believe that all that 1s contained in the letters from the fir(t to 
the laſt of them, is pure and {imple truth; and that M. Edwards did 
very vertuouſly and commendably in ſending away the names of - 
the writers into the land of darknefſe. Bur theſe being no funda- 
mentals, 1 hope we {ball be talerated without believing them with 
our own faith. | | 
One @f his Apocriphall letters (p.66.) comforts his friend, Good Sef. 9, 
Ar. Edvaras (as he Riles him) againſt me, thus :: Bat whatſoever 
A4r. John of Colemanſtreet ſayes,they (the Independents he means) Will 
be fonnd the fighters againft God. I grant, they may. be fo found in 
the Presbyterias Almanack, through a miſtake, but in the originall, 
the Ephemeerides of heaven, they are called: Fighters W IT H and 
F 0 R God. Except the letter-man means, they Will be foxnd fighters 
HE B. Againſt 
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againſt the Godof this World, in that Militia which he hath armed 
againſt the nation and ſervants of the God of heaven in it. Apainff 
this God in his Militia, I confeſſe, they have fought , and (1 doubt | 
not ) will fight ſtill more cordially and more courageably then 
many Azti-Independent ſouls have done. Indeed if the [»dependents 
ſhould turn T#rks, and betray their principles, and pafle over into 
the Tents of High Preſbytery, they will be found fighters again#t 
God, as wellas others. Bur in the mean ſeaſon let Mr. e Lnonymus 
and his compeers know, that there is no Sect of men in the Land, 
the ſonnes of High Preſbyrery and Epsſcopacy onely excepted , that 
being crue to their Principles, are capable of fighting againſt God, at 
leaſt in tha ſenſe, which both Gawaliel in the Text, and Mr. Zohr 
of Colemayſtreet in_ his Comentaries intends and profſecutes, Nor 
let any man think char I breach the leaſt aire of diſparagemenrt in 
the face of Preſbytery, by ranking Epzſcopacy with it; inas much 
as Mr.. Bdwards himſelf, ſprings an ingagement upon Presby- 
tery to-praſecute the Saints under the veile of ſuppreſling errours, 
from the laudable practice of her elder ſiſter Epi/copacy in the ſame 
kinde. © 
Set. 10, In another letter of the fame Packer ( or packing rather, ) viz; 
Pp. 55. bhepreſents the honourable and grave Aſſembly of Parliament 
(for to them he dedicates his Gangrena,quanta quanta eft, from the 
one end of it to the other ) with ſuch a painted piece vf laſciviouſ- 
neſle and prophaneneſle, kiffiag together , which might probably 
have found accepration and thanks, had he preſented it to the com- 
pany of free-Traders in Txr»bolſtreet , for the beautifying of their 
Hall : but by exhibiting ir to thoſe perſons of Gravity-and- Ho- 
nour, he hath traduced the modelty of their eyes-and cares, and 
attempts no leſſe then to draw them 1nto -part and fellowſhip 
with himſelf in his own reproach , by ſeeking ro make them pa- 
trons of all the filthy, flanderous, and abominable pra@tices of his 
SeZ.I1. In the very front and entrance of his Dedicatory unto them , he 
tels them char he preſents them With a Catalogue , or black Bill : he 
might have added ( in ſtead of what he doth adde) of the ſame 
nature, tendency and import with thoſe ,..which the black Accuſer | 
of the Brethren was wont long ſince by his agents to preſent unts 
the Heathea Emperours and powers of this wortd , againſt the | 
: | Samts . 
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Saints of the moſt high God. And whereas ( a few lines after) he 
profeſleth that hee 9nuch feareth left the ſubjeft mftter of his Cata- 
logre may prove nnto England like the Bill * Divorce given unto 1/- 
racl ; Iprofefle alfo thar 1 feare the ſame feare with him, in part, 
becauſe a great, if not the far greateſt part, of the ſnbjeft matter of 
his { atalogue confiſts of defamatory untruths, forged cavillations, 
and bloudy inſinuations againſt the ſervants of God in the Land. 
And ſuch practices as theſe in a Nation, ( #zleſſe ſome ſheedy and effe- 
(tnall. courſe be taken to prevens them) portend indeed little lefle then 
2 bill of divorce from Heaven to that Nation, But for the Errors, 
Hereſies, Blaſphennes, and prattices of the Seltaries of this time,which 
he makes the ſabjefF matter of his Catalogne ; by that time, 1. all 
thoſe Tenets which he very erronioufly makes Errors and Herefres, 
to adyance his Catalogue ; and 3. all thoſe, which are forged in his 
own brain, faſly faſtened upon others, no man holding or owning 
them: and 3. all thoſe, which it may be have fallen from thelips 
or pen of ſome one inconſ1derable and halfe-diftracted perſon, no 
man ſeconding him therem: and 4. all choſe that he hath perverted 
in the ſetting down : 5. all choſe that (for ſubſtance) are repeat- 
ed the ſecond, third, and fourth time over. 6, and laſtly, all thoſe 
Blafphemies and Prattices, which withour cauſe or ground of truth 
he chargeth upen his Se&aries ; by that time (I (ay) that all theſe 
{hall be ſtruck our of his black Bill , the Bill will appeare much 
blacker and fouler then yer ( perhaps ) it doth in the eyes of ma- 
ny, and ſo reſemble the Author more to the life : But the formi- 
dabteneſle of the (wbjeft matter of his Catalogue will be muck eaſed, 
and the form of it bee found much more formidable then the 
watter. 
But T marvaile how Mr. Edw. having (it ſeems) anauthorized FeF, x2. 
power to make errors and hereſftes at what rate, and of what mate-- 
rials he pleaſeth, and hopes to live upon the trade, could {tay his 
pen ar ſo {mall a number as 180. and did not advance to that An- 
glicall quotient in the Apocalyps, which is ten thouſand times tex 
thouſand, and thouſand theuſanads. If he had conſulted with a book, 
not many yeares fince printed, which waintaines that dangerous 
herefie of the {o/m#oſelenite, i. of thoſe that hold there 1$ another 
world in the Moone, and with another, printed within the com- 
Pafſe of his foure yeares, intituled , Divinity and Philoſophy di ellen 
Þ 2 an 
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and ſet out by a madman, with ſome few others, that I ſhall ſhort 
be able to name unto him; I will undertake, that out of theſe he 
ſhall be able to increaſe his roll of errors and herefies,from 180. to 
280. if not to 500. and that upon more honeſt and honourable 
terms, then now he hath advanc'd it to his own number. And if he 
pleafeth to repaire unto me before the courſe of his menſtruous or 
monethly labour comes upon him, I will undertake to inrich his. 
Treaſurie of errors and herefies, by twenty and ten,.out of his own 
Antapologie. For certain Iam, that every contradiction affords an 
error, either on the one hand, or on the other : and if I donot find 
twenty and ten,and a better number then ſo,of birds of that feather 
1n that Element let Mr. Edwards pen ploagh as many long furrows 
more upon my back, as it hath done, In the meane time, I muſt 
crave leaveto ſay (or at lealt to thinke) that it is a moſt importune 
and unſufferable preſumprion, for a poore, weake chimble-tull of _ 
duſt,that knows not how to range his parts of ſpeech in a ſentence, 
nor to put the nominative caſe and verb togert her regularly m Eng- 
liſh, nor how to frame the ſtructure of a period, according to the 
common rules of reaſon, Grammar,and common ſence; to advance 
himſelfe into a Paper Throne, and from thence, [at pro Imperio e- 
tribunali, 1. with confidence enough for an Emperor,pronounce the 
formidable ſentence of Error azd herefie , againſt all opinions and. 
judgements of men whatſoever, which will not comport with his. 
underſtanding (or fancy rather) as the ſtandard of all Truth 3 Yea 
and Nebuchaanezzar-lixe, to ſlay and ſmite.what opinion he pleaſeth: 
What he will to ſet up, and What he will to pull downe. For I profefle 
ingemuouſly that I know not by what other rule or meaſure, be- 
ſides his own humor and will, he judgeth of error or herefie. Certain | 

I am,thar if he will ſtand either co the arbitrement of the Scriptures,.. 
or to the principles of cleare and ſound Reaſon, he mult diſcharge 
and juſtihe many of thoſe Tents for innocent, yea and well-deſer- 
ving Truths, which now he hath arraigned art the barre of his Tri- 
bunall for Errorv'and Herepes, If his Touchſtone be, the mayor vote. 
of his own party, I deſire to recommend unto him the conſcientious: 
peruſall of a paſſage from the pen of. a conſcientious and learnzd 
man of the ſame fide, (I hope he will not fay, that he  knoWne 
ex profeſlo, ts be of another juagement, then what he plainly expreſl- | 

eth.in writing; a baſe calumny, wherewith to honour himſelte,, he 
diſhonoutr- 
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doth he not plainly imply, that the Devill did no worſe by Chriſt, 
then I do by him ? So then if it appeare, that I deale fairly by him, 
and did him no wrong, in my citation of his words, then will the | 
Devill be found to be Mr. Edwards client, and he the Devils Advo- 
. Cate, and that by the verdi& of his own pen. Now then whether | 
I have wrong*d the man the leaſt haire of his head, ler the world, | 
and the great Judge himſelfe of the world, judge. The caſe is this. 
In my Innocexcies T rinmph. p.8.1 Cite theſe words from his Antapo- 
logia,p.169.T he power of the Magiſtrate by Which he pennifheth ſinne, 
aoth not ſubſerve to the Kingdome of Chriſt the Mediator.Nony to take 
an occaſion of reſembling himſelfte unto { hri/t(which he doth more 
a See his Pre- then once in his Gargreve a)and meunto the Dev://,he chargeth me, 
face. Þ. 4. that citing the former part of the ſentence, I leave ont the latter:adding 
turther, that had I but named this latter part, it Would have been an 
eviaent confutation of me.Let any ſober and intelligent man,but con- 
l1der, what that /atter part of the ſentence 5,how incongruous & ill- - 
coherent with the former, and he will clearly fee, that 11 omutting 
it, Irather caſt a covering upon his nakednefle,then any way preju- 
dic*d him; unlefſe (haply) he counts this a prejudice to him, not to 
have his nakednefle and weaknefle appeare to the world all over. 
But the latter part of the ſentence he ſpeaks of, the »aming Whereof 
Would have heen ſo evident 4 confutation of me,is this;that he may apply 
efficaciouſly or@ATuars of the Propheticall and Prieſtly office of Chriſt: 
he doth wot affett the inward man and con(cience With ſpirituall puniſh- 
ment, Where,firſt, it is obſervable, that himſelfe,citing here ſo much 
of the latter part of the ſentence,as (ir ſeems)he would have had me 
have Cited in my i##ocencies Triumph, leaves out the latter part of 
this latter part it ſelfe, viz. theſe words (diſtinguiſhed onely by a 
comma, from the former) neither is thu inſtituted of God, and ſantti- 
ed as the means for the deſtruttion of the fleſh,that the ſpirit may be ſa- 
vedin the day of Chriſt.So that if I have dealt 4 hins as the Devill did 
by Chriſt, meerly by citing the former part of his ſentence Without the 
latter,he deales himſelf by himiclf,as the Devill didby Chriſt,(which 
is more unnaturall of the two)yea he deales by himſelfe, with a far 
more exa& conformity to the patterne he ipeakes of, the Devils den- 
ling by Chriſt, then I, though his charge againſt meceuld be julti- 
fied. For the Devill did not leave out the /atrer part of the (entence 


which he cited, but onely the Iaſt Words, or latter part of the Jatter 
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part of this ſentence. For Mr. £aw. in attirming. that the Devill left 
out theſe words, To keep thee in all thy ways, deals farre worſe then 
the D-vill did by Chri5t;for the Devill did not lie unto Chr:#,thouzh 
he cempted him:; but whether Mr. Edw. doth not daſh his foot a- 
gainft this ſtone, in ſaying the Devill lefr our the words mentioned, 
let the Evangeliſt ſpeak; Ad he brought him to Feruſalem(laith Luke) 
and (et bine on 4 pinacle of the Temple,and ſaid unto him, If thou be the 
Son of GodzcaFt thy ſelf down from hence. For it 1 Written, he ſhall give 
his Angels charge over thee to keep thze (a). So that the Devill lefr out a Luk. 4.9.10, 
but part of thoſe words which Mr. Zdw. chargetch upon him , viz. 
theſe, In all thy Wayes ; which being the very laſt words of the ſen- 
tence, it is Mr. Ew. that hath copied ont the Devils delinquency to 
an hair ; dealt juſt by himſelf , as the Devill did by Chriſt, not I. But 
whereas other Authors frequently make uſe of the figure Synecdoche, 
inpurting-down a part for the whole ; Mr. Eaw. makes much uſe in 
his writings of 2 new figure, which we may call an A»ti-Syzecdoche, 
by putting the whole, yea and ſometimes more then the whole , for 
a part. But however, I muſt give him the teſtimony of a man impar- 
tiall betyyeen the Devill and che Saints ; for though he ſpeaks falſly of 
theſe, yet will he not flatter the other with the truth, 
2. I would fain know, in caſe the former part of his ſentence 
_ Cited by. me, be falſe, whether the addition of the latter would have 
made it true. If the peWer of the Magiftrate by Which he puniſheth ſin, 
doth-not ſubſerve to the Kingdowe of (brift the Mediator (which are the 
words I cite ) would the naming of the following words , that he 
may apply efficaciouſly mraiouam, 8c. render or make it ſubſervient 
therennto? Therefore I know not how , or wherein I have treſpa\- 
ſed either upon the man or his words in the leaſt, It his meaning be, 
the whole period , former and latrer part being taken together , that 
the po of the Magiſtrate by Which he puniſheth ſen,aoth not ſubſerve 
to the Kingdome of Chriſt the Mediator,by an efficacious applying of 
amTvoumeare of the Propheticall and Prieſily Office of Sal "artmbggee 
Grammar of the ſentence will not bear it. And fecondly, if, it 
would , yet ſuch a ſenſe is little better then no ſenſe ; the ſentence 
thus taken, being of the ſame form and character of ſpeaking with 
this : The bread by which Mr. Edwards lives , doth not ſubſerve 
to the maintainance of” his life , by making his drink effecuall to 
quench his thirſt, Or this : The learning by which Mr. Edwards 
ND - * confuteth 
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confuteth the Sedaries ,is not ſubſervient to their prefermenc 
by giving them houſes or lands , or great rewards, &c. If there 
be ſap, ſavour, or ſence in either of theſe, then may he have ſome | 
caule ro complain of wrong done unto him-, in that the bogy of 
that ſentence he ſpeaks of, was not produced by me whole and in- | 
tire, lower patts and upper parts together. Bur if the period taken | 
together, was of the very ielfe-ſame ſhape and form with thoſe, | 
then was it Centaure-like ; and then Idid him more right then 
came to his ſhare, in ſhewing only the upper parts of it, wherein it 
was rationall, and like to a man, and concealing the nether parts of 
it, the diſcovery whereof makes it appeare like a monſter, ſtrange | 
and uncouth to behold. The truth 1s, that the paſlage he ſpeaks of, | 
and over which he mourns, finding it without the taile 1n my cita- 
tion, though he calls it a Sentence, yet a ſentence 1t-1$ none, having | 
neither form, feature, nor any property of a ſentence in ir. And wp: | 
this my centence and {enſure of it, I refer my felte to all thoſe that |} 
have but their cences exerciſed m diſcerning between ſenſible and | 
{enceleſle ſayings. | | 
Notwithſtanding the man (in his Preface) is tunultuouſly im- 
portune for an anſwer to his af 3426 th and calls all the ſpeeches 
that have bin given out by the Independents concerning an anſwer £0 
ir,but never flouriſhes and ſwelling Words of vanity;as if to talke of an- + | 
ſwering him, were a ſwelling word of os a word of too much 
confidence to proceed from the mouth of a mortall man. Yea, in 
the very firſt page of his preface he vapours at an inſufferable rate, 
pewring out contempt upon the poore Jadependents (whom hee 
calls Dogges, making himſelfe or his Avtapologie the Aloowe) as if 
they were not onely not able to anſwer it, but as if they kyew nor ſo, 
much as Which Way to go abont to anſWer it : as if they who mean to. 
anfiwer him, had ng to be furniſhed with other manner of parts, 
learning, knowledge, wildome , then were any.wayes requifate to 
anſwer all the Seraphicall diſpurants in the world beſides, Pau! 
himſelfe (it ſeems). with ſome others, had given out forae {peeches 
of his coming to {, orinth, ſome while before he came. And becauſe 
through occafionall diverſions his journey was for ſome coniide- 
rable time deferred , ſom&in this Church that were obnoxialtss ' | 
were puffed up (it ſeems) asf the bitrerneſſe of death had heen paſty 
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puffed up,as though I Would not come unto you *.But he cuts the comb a 1 Cor, 4.c8, 
of this their confidence in the next words, by acquainting them 

with his reſolution in that behalf. Bet (faich he) 7 will come unto 

you hhortly,if the Lord will, and Will knoW not the Words of them Which 

are prſſed wp but their power *. Becauſe an anſwer to his Antapology Þ Verle r y. 
hath been ſo much ſpoken of, and through many interruptions fol- 
towing like the waves of the Sea one in the neck of another, hath 
not yet bin brought forth,therfore the man is ſo far ſwoln & pffed 
*Þ with conceir, that the world ſeems ſcarce wide enough to con- 
tain him. But the anſwer which he cals for with fo much tierceneſſe 
of importunity,will ere long(#f the Lord will)be with him: and the 
world ſhall know,not What the Words are,(for theſe are big enough, 
and known unto the world already)but what the poweres (or weak- 
nefle rather) of the Antapologie,There were ſome ſonnes of Belzal, 
and yer ſonnes of Confidence too , among the Jews , in the dayes 
of the great provocation of that Nation , when the day of that ſore 
judgment of the 70. years captivitie &reW meer, and Was even at the 
doores, who (it ſeems )derided the prediftions of the Prophets con- 
cerning the judgement , and were ſo confident as to defire and call 
for that day of the Lord, ( under which expreſſion the Prophets of 
the Lord were wont to forewarn them of it) as for a treaſure. But 
what {aith the Prophet eAmes to thele? Yo be to your that deſere the 
day of the Lord?T o What end 5 it for you?T he day of the Lord is dark- 
neſſe,c+ not light(c.)] verily believe that the anſwer to. Mr. £dwards 
Antapology will not be for his honour : in which reſpe& he hath no 
great ground to be ſo reſtlefle or importunace in calling for it;or to 
inſult over thoſe , who have told him once and again, that ( if the 
Lord will Jananſwer ſhall be given him. Whereas he talks of his 
worthy peece being prbliſhed 18. moneths ſince , he ſuppoſerh ( 1t 
ſeems) that men have lirtle or nothing to do;, but to attend the 
motions of kis pen, and to expedite and diſpatch him out of hand. 
Indeed if Independent Miniſters had either the priviledge of eaſe , to 
preach ro the bare 1walls and pews in their meeting-places , or that 
{hameleſneſle of forehead to make the ſubject matter of their Ser- 
mons little elfe but looſe, and lying, and frivolous reports and ſto- 
ries, or virulent tavectives againſt the Saints and ſeryants of God, 
(with which kind of materiall , this world , and the God of this 
world together, will be glad to farniſh Preachers at a very low rate, 
either of tme or ſtudy,tor their building ) they might (1 Ms” 
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| be menof moreexpedition in writing then they are, and be as like 


the Tree fpoken of in the Revelation, as Mr, £4, himiclf. It is ſuth- 
ciently known, that ſince the 18. moneths Mr. Edwards ſpeaks of,. 
I have given {ome accqunt unto the world , and that by publike 
writing, and this more then once, twice , or thrice,.( beſides my 
conſtant and ſtanding labours with thoſe who have commirted 
themſely=s unto me in the Lord) that I am not fo looſe, or idly diſ- 
poled, as Mr. Edwards would inſtnuatingly pe. {wade and poſſcle 
the world concerning, me (p. 73.) And known allo jt is , though 
ſomewhat more privately ,chat I had givca ſome further account in 
the fame kinde,of my time ſpent, (wichia che faid compaſic of 18, 
moneths ) had not the way , by which light and truta ſhould go 
forth mto the world , been hedg*d up by Cicrgy-Claſſique Conn- 
{els, as with thornes againſt me. Buc however ,. I can hardly be- 
lieve,that Mr. Edwards himſelf, nocwichſtanding al. the advantage 
of liberty and freedome from other ingagements which. he had a- 
bove other men, took much lefle then 18. moneths tine , for the 
building and beaurifying his Aztapology. And who knows not how 
mach more caſe it is, to be firft in wititagyer to objeRt, -aen to an- . 
fwcr ; according to the common ſaying in the Schools, Plara poteft 
interrogare Aſinus quam raſp1adere Ariftoteles : i. Anaſſc may ſoon 
ask more queſtions, then eL-i/Fotle be able to anſwer? 

In the latter part of his Preface , he arms himlelf with conſtancy. 
and heroick reſolution , to triumph and rejoyce in whatſoever he ſhall 


ſuffer in way of hatred and reproach.from the Sefarics ,' for his 


faithfull and noble {ervice,Jane both to Heaven and earch in oppo= | 
fing chem; animating and flattering himſelf in his courte,with this, 


that in caſe he {hall tuffer in this kinde , he ſhall ride parallel in the 


_ trinmphant Chariot of honour with thoſe great wocthics of the 


world Calvin, Lath:r,and eAuſtiz;yea with the Apoitle Pau! him- 
ſelf; nay,with the great Lord of all the Apoſtles and Patriarchs , the 
Lord Chriſt himſelf, bleſſed for ever. See the 4, 5., and 6 pages of his 
Preface. But poor man ! little doth he conlid<r , how diametrally 
oppeſite he is in his cauſe and courſe, both ro Chriſt and Paul ; and 
how unlike thoſe other men, Was either Paul or Chriſt of his oc- 
cypation ? did they ſpend their time, or ingage their friends, in ga- 
thering up vagrant, looſe, ſcandalous and lying reports againlt rhe 
Saints, and ſervants of God, under the names of Seftaries, to bleſle 
the vanity and wickednefle of the world with the vencing of oy 
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Did Paxl or Chriſt;ſet their faces like an Adamant; to inflame and 
ſet on fire the Powers of this world, with hatred, bitterneſſe and 
. bloudineſſe of ſpirit againſt the ſons and daughters of God, though 
full of weaknetle,and unworthy in the highett? Or did they impor- 
tune and clamour upon the fccaular arme, even to the wearying of ic, 
. to avenge them on their adverſaries;and little lefle then threaten thoſe 
in place and Authority, if they would not comport with them in 
their carnall ends and defires , and lift up their iron rod to breake 
their enemies in pieces like a potters weſſell ? This ( ſaith Chriſt to the 
Zewes, ſpeaking of their murtherous attempts againſt him ) thus did 
not Abraham.'( a) Nor did the Lord Chriſt, or his bleſſed Apoſtle a Toh. 8.49; 
any of the things mentioned : but whether Mr. £dw. hath done any 
— thing elſe ( almoſt ) either in his Lyon,or in his Bear,T mean either 
 inhis Azrapologie, or in his Gangrene, eſpecially in this latcer,I ap- 
peal to the judgments and conſciences of all,that either have, or ſhall 
pleaſe dilizently to peruſe themgand withall have but their wits and 
ſenſes free from Claflique bands. When che Lord Chriſt was ſolk- 
cited by ſomexof his Diſciples, and that by thoſe whom he loved 
beſt, ro call for fire from Heaven ts conſume thoſe that Would yot re- 
ceive himghe tara d himiclf, and rebaked them, telling, them that they 
kzeW not What ſpirit they Were of. hereas M.Edwards cats and cries, 
migkt and main,for fire from Hell to deſtroy, not thoſe who refuſe 
tareceive the Lord Chrilt, but ſuch as do.recerve him with all their 
hearts,and withall their ſoules, onely becauſe their faces are not in- 
ltantly ſer to receive the Traditions of his Diſcipline and Doftrine, 
and yet conceits that he knows well enough of What fpirit he 1s, ma- 
king 70 queFtion for conſcience ſake, but that it is Heavenly, And for 
Paul,we know he burnt(viz.with grief & forraw ) when any chn- 
ſtian,though never ſo weak,was but offended: his Doctrine and de- 
fire was,that ſupplications,prayers interceſſions, and giving of thankes, 
be made for all men : for Kings and all that are in Authority, that wee 
[ Chriſtians & Bdicvers, of what judgment ſoever, for he excludes 
none ay lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſſe & honeſty(b) z , Tiq,,.p2; 
But Mr. Edwards is ſo tar from b#rning when Weake Chriſtians are 
offended,;chat he is offended,yyhen they b#rn not. . His DoCtrine,Pra- 
| _ Cie, anddeſireis,that /wpplications and prayers, -interceſſions and gi 
ng of thunks, be made for, and to, Kings. and all.;n Awthorsy,' that 
Chriſtians and Believers may either 'not Live at all, or atleaſt be © 
tariromdeadir x euierand may lrver.ix godtintfſe &. ds * to 
1% | 5. I | avec 


A. brief Anſwer to analcerous Treatiſe. 


a... 


have their faces ground,and their bones broken,and their hearts fil'd | 
with heavinefle, unlefle rhey will receive the Clergie-Ciaſſique 
. Faith,as well as the Faith of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf.O mi{era-| 
. ble man | who ſhall deliver him from this dangerous ſnare of death; I 
; mean of conceiting himſelf like unto Pau! and Feſus Chriſt, in the | 
courle he fteer's againlt Sets and Errors! And as for Calvin, Luther, | 
and Axfts,. though theſe had much more fleſh and bloud in them, | 
-then the two former had : yet for him to ſtrengthen his hand in the 
way he goes,by their example, is as if a murtherer ſhould incourage | 
kimſclf in his way, from the practiſe of a Surgeon when he lets 
bloud,or the proceedings of a:Judge, when he ſlayes-a MalefaRtor 
with a ſentence of death. For when, or in what age of the world did 
any of theſe ſpread the world round about them with. ſnares of in- 
teLigence,in every placezto catch the failings,and halrings and infir- 
mities of the Saints ; and when they had taken a proportion of them 
to ſpread a table with them to-entertaine and feaſt the prophane | 
world ? Eſpecially when did any of theſe,ever publiſh ſuch a rhap- 
ſfody,of looſe,lighc,lying reports and tales, all or the-greatelt part of 
them calculated for the ſhame of the Saints,and glory of the Sons of | 
Belial ? Or when didany of them deal ſo unportunely or imperiouſ- 
ly with thoſe, whom God had ſer in Authority over them,. to craſh 
the generation of the righteous, the lambs of Jeſus Chriſt, under the 
names of Sefaries,onely becauſe in ſome things they held not con- | 
formity in judgment with them 2? Idonot all this while ſay,that ei- 
ther M. Edwards writing,or printing,or preaching,againſt errors,he- | 
relies,or Seftaries,is that,which ſimply makes him uvlike either un- | 
to Chriſt, or Pax/, or thoſe orhers named ; tor doubrleſſe they did, 
interpretatively at leaft, allthis; and who hath not ingagements | 
upon him,to go thus far both with him and them, if he be able, | 
and hath opportunity > - For my {elf, I have once and again, pub- 
liquely profeſſed and declared my judgment to be, that no error | 
herefie,or ſet whatſcever,ought to be tolerated;only with theſe Lwo: | 
caurions. Firſt,that no Truth be oppoſed under the name of Errour | 
or. Hereſie z nor every ſociety of men diflenting in judgment from us | 
be therfore called a Se#.Secondly,that errors hereſies,and [efts,cleet- | 
ly evicted for ſuch out of the Word of God,ſuffer onely under ſuch 

. a Non-Toleration as is juſtifiable by the ſame Word of God ,i - be 
® 3 Cor. 10.4. oppoſed with ſpiritral Weapons, Whichare mighty through God, (2).to- 
ſabguc them,not with carnal, which are more likely to hg) | 
Y 
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and advance them, as I have argued the caſe fomewhat more at 
hrge el{e- where. (6 ) Burt firlt, the blaſpheming many Truths of Þ Theomach. 
God,under the names of Errors aud Hereſies ( a ſtone at which Mr. Ve 37. 
Edwaras pen frequently daiheth ) inaketh him excremely unlike un- 
to (chriſt and Paul ; yea and unto thoſe others alſo, except onely in 
their failings. Secondly, his turning himſelf, eſpecially with thar 
fiercenetle of countenaace.and furiouineſſe of importunity, upon the 
civill Magiltrategco provolce-tmen of this Intereſt,topowr our thein< 
ſelves in wrata and indignation upon all choſe, whom he thinkes 
good to make Delinquents by his pen. Thirdly, his ſending forth of 
Emiſſarics( wherein, through a miſtake of the word [ndrpengerts, 
in{tead of Presbyterians, he chargeth the Independezxts toreſemble 

_ . the Jeſuits) to diſcover,and repore unto him, the ſhps and weaknef- 
{es of che ſervants of God. Fourthly,His 1oveterateneſſe,andDragon- 
likeneſle of (pirir, by which he manageth all his endeavours againſt 
Errors and Seca: ics. Fifchly, His importune confidence, and over- 
grown preſumption of his own parts,learning,knowledg, Sixthly,his 
drinking in with ſo much greedineſlc,all,aad all manner of reports, 
that are brought into him, wieth+r with ground or withour, thar 
will but make dirt co throw in the faces of thoſe, whole underftan- 
dings are either longer or {horter then his; be they otherwiſe as 
dear to: him whoſe name 5 jealons,as the apple of h:s eye.Seventhly, & 
laſtly, His virulent and viperous deſigne, to preach the nakedneſſe of 
the Saints,yea the nakednefle of vile and unworchy men ( Imeane 
their falſe,baſe,and purid ſuggeſtions againſt chem) as their naked- 
nveſſe upon the houſe-rop,an4 co call upon all tue world to hearztineſe 
things make him ſo extremely unlike jeſus Chriit, and thole hers 
whom he pretends to imitatcethat that dcop of reſemblance where- 
19 he partakes with them,is quite droiya'd and f.yallowedup in this 
Great Ocean of diflimilitude. And let Mr. £dwvards know,and 1:t his 
Conſcience and Compeers know, that whatſoever he ſhall iuffer, 
whether from his Sectaries or others,in this bloudy negoriation(tor 
I cannot bur chink , that wayes ſo highly difplealing unco God as 
theſe, will cauſe even many of his friends ro become his enemies, ) 
he ſhall ſuffer nor as a Curiittian,nor. with Chriſt,, but as a Malcta- - 
Gor and an evili docr. 

| Burl ma: vaile with what profound Oracle of: policie the man. g,q , 6 
confulred wits, avouc cheticle of his book, calling it, 4 Catalogu? 
aud diſcouery of many Errors of th:Seltaries. \\as it not NE TR 
G2 -- call 
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call and bloudy principle : Pereant amici, dummodo & 1N1m1cs una 
pereart. i, Lerfriends goe to wreck too, ſo that enemics may but 
wreck with them, For certainly,by this title he makes Presbyterians 
Seftaries, aS well as any others. Wherein I ſhould not have faulted 
bim, bur only to ſhew kow that the zeale of High Presbytery, hath 
eaten hins up, and not left him ſo much of himſelf, as wherewith to 
know his friends from his enemies. For if men be therefore Sefta- 
ries, becauſe they hold ſach opinions , as hee rallieth in his Cata- 
logne under the Name of Errors, I know many Presbyterian Se- 
Raries. Firit, for that which -he makes the 104 error in his Cata- 
logue, viz. that Pedebaptiſme u wnlaWfull, it 1s ſuthciently known, 
that the ſtrongeſt ſhield and buckler wherewith that cauſe way 
ever protected, was the workmanſhip of a Presbiterian hand. S6 
for that opinion, that there i no Scripture agninſt a mans being often 
baptized ( mentioned in the '110 place ) it calls a Pesbyterian, 
Maſter.T hat the calling and making of Miniſters of the willed Sa. 
craments, are not ire aivino, &c, Which is the 116. That there 
:5 10 diſtinition concerning Government of Ecclefiaftical & Civilze*c: 
(the 141.) are the opinions of one, who profeſleth himſelf to be 
Compaſſion no Separatiſt,(a) and then I know not by Mr. Edwards principles, 
Samaritan P-4 to make him any thing but a Presbyterian. 

I know divers of the*Presbyterian judgement, as well Regular 
as Secular, that owne the 70 error (ſo called, or miſcalled 
rather, ) viz. That faith in a proper ſenſe is imputed in juſtification, 
and that Chriſts righteouſneſſe i. his active obedience ) is not in- 
parted (m the formality of it) iz juſtification; though for his 73 cre- 
dere 1t 18 4 patch of his own piccing to the oPinion,and is no ex- 
preſſion of theirs, who otherwiſe are not aſhamed of the opinion. 
To pafle by many others of like patronage and relation ; that 
whach he cataloguiteth for the 64. viz. this , That naturall men 
may aoe ſuch things,as Whereunto God kath by way of promiſe annexed 
grace and acceptation : and that if men improve their naturall abilities 
to the utmoſt in ſeeking grace, they ſhall findit ; 1 deſire to be infor- 
med by any underſtai:ding man, whether there be not every inch, 
yea evety jor and tittle of the ſubſtance of it, afſerted by a gteat 
Dottor (while helived) of the Presbyterian School, and who br- | 
ing dead,yct ſpeaketh much for that way;I mean Mr. oh» Ballin his - | 
Treatiſe of the Covenant, of Grace, not long ſince publiſhedby 
M. Simeon eAſþ : the ſaid Treatiſe being further ſubſcribed and re- 

commended unto the world by five great Maſters of the Aſſem- 
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| bly ir ſelfe,all of them of intemerated fidelity to the Presbyterian + 
Cauſe ; viz, Mr, Ed\vard Reynolas, Mr. D.iniel C aWdrey, Mr. E 4- 
mund Calamy, Mr.Thomas Hill, Mr.» Anthony Burges , in this paſ- 
ſage (p.44. ) of the ſaid Treatiſe, No man is hindred from believing 
through the difficulty or unreaſonablenefſe of the command , or 
through his ove ſimple infirmity, as being willing and aeftrons to be- 
leeve, but not able, (Which inability deſerves pitie) but his 1 nabilit Y 
is of corruption and Wilfulneſſe : hee doth not beleeve becauſe he Will 
” : he is unable becauſe he doth not covet or defire, Which is inexca[c- 
able. 
|  Doubtleſle, if »9 9947 be hindred from beleiving , either through 
the difficulty of the command,or through his own infirmity; and all the 
reaſon why a man doth not beleeve, is, becauſe he Will not, natu- 
rall men by improving their abilities to the utcermoſt , may be- 
keve, and conſequently doe that , whereunto God hath by way 
ot promiſe annexed grace and accepiation, For bath he not pro- 

' miſed, that he that beleeves ſhall be ſaved ? or doth not faivation a+ 
mount to as mach, or more, then grace and acceptation? And if 
men {hould improve cheir naturall abilities to the uttermoſt, and 
yet not to be able ro beleeve , the reaſon way they doz not be- 
leeve, cannot be {aid to be this, Becauſe they Will xot : for their will 
N this cale puts forth it ſelfe to the utrermolt,in ingaging them to 
fuch an improvement of their abilities. So doub.lcile the fame 
error (it an error it be) is aſſerted by Pals Teſtardzs, Paitor ro 
the reformed Church of Blys in France, in a TraF called 'Empnvicor, 
ſeu Synopſis Doltrine de Natura & Gratia , publiſhed not fimply 
by the permiſſion or licenſe, but ex waxdato , by the command of 
a whole Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Province of Or- 
ance , p. 91. Theſi 121. where he faith , that God 5» all the three 
wayes Or methods of calling ſinners unto (alvation ( which he had 
Opened before) doth not onely ſhe'y unto the ſinner What he ſhould, or 
ought to doe but g1ves poWvey to all that are invited or called, to per- 
forme and doe it, and [0 to bt ſaved,iFrhey Will. So that if even he 
that is called only in the mſt generall manacr of all, be not ſaved, he « 
Wexcuſ able before God. This Par expreficly teacheth , That (Caith 
he) Which may be knoWn of God , is mate manifeſt in then (nam: - 
ly $ he Gentiles , ) for God hath made it manife(t u#to them , that they 

a be without excuſe before him. But certainly (he inferres ) ex- 

Orſablethiey bad been, if they bad bin fully Wling to do it, aad only 
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*Qrod = (Wanted pewer * with more of like importance in the ſequel of the 
1p {ame Theſis. So that if Mr. Ew. will make this an error, and a * 
Wo Peccatort > brand of a Sectary,to hold, T hat a man by the uttermoſt mprovement 
quid deteat of his natgral abilities may do that, Wherennts God by promiſe hat h an- 
201 mado /1en- nexed Grace and eAccepration(though all this while I do not ſay that 
ji nth ny I own the opinion) he will involve one whole Synod,not only with 
bs os a Neck. DE guilt of the. error (which 1s lefſe) bur of an authoritative 
lud preflare, command , to have the error both printed and publiſhed , which 
& ſalvay;, ſs 1S enough to {cparate between all Synods , and their authori- 

_ velie: adeo wt ty and eiteem for ever ; yea, and make the crown of Ortho- 
þ $6 armor va doxiſme to fade and languith upon the head of our preſent 
liſrim 7 aephes Aſſembly , by arraigning five or fix of the principall members of 
rationeinvita-lt At ONce , as tainted with the errors of the Searies of the 
teſt, ſepror- tiine, Therefore let him either ſtrike theſe opinions mentioned 
{Mins a _ (with many others) out of his Catalogue of errrors, or elle ler him 
NM correlſs number his own party amonglt the Sectaries. | 
aocet Parlus, T3 yyweiy (ingquit) Ty Iu maniſeftum fattum et in ipſis, Gentilibus ſeilicet, Deus 
enim man feflim ſecit, &c. ita utiae xcuſabiles ip/i ſont At certe, (3, et ſi maxime voluzſſent, noz pe» 
Enifſent, fuiſſent exiuſabile:, &c, Paulus Teſtardus, Eiren. p. 91. Theli, x21. 

Sect. 17, Todraw towards a concluſion ; I ſha!l puta meaſuring Reed in- 
to the hand of the Reader, wherewith to meaſure the truth and ho- 
neſty of the Gang: ene and her Author, from the one end of boch un- 
to the other, made of a ſtraight obſervacion of ſome crooked paſla- 
ges and relations in the Gangrene, ready to (tink for want of the falr 
of cruth. I thall begin with fuch particulars as concern my ſelfe, and 
Cloſe with others of another aſpect and relation. | 
Seft. 18. Firſt , though he doth noc fct uy name in the margin againſt 
his 70. error, (P-25.) as he hal done 4 lictle before in the ſame page 
againft another, yer his inten: clearly enough was (and I chink 
himſelfe will noc deny it) to arraigne The opinion held by mc con» 
ccrning the impuration of faich , aud noi-impuraticn of Cirilts 
rightcouſnefſe in juſtification, in my Treatiſe npon that ſubjeRenti- 
a Pag. 123. ke tuled, [mpatatso fidei, for an error a. Now how fality and forgingly 
caltes of fair h repreſents the opinion, appeares tir{/, in that he farhers that 

: yo ht mungrell expreſſion , w credere upon it, oNiy becauſe it is an exprel- 

- theamias, fon ad invidiam comparata, but no WH&ore wa Df! NE ciFOUghOUL 

the controverlic: yea, p. 91. of the forme: part »f chat Treatiſe Set, 

3. I cxpreſly deny that Faith juſtifieth as i: is ax..ct.Secondly, in that 

he makes this opinion to lay, That the righreewſneſſe of Chriſt bo. 
imputg 
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Tmpated in juſtification. Whereas I expreſly affirm, (p. 54. of the ſe- 
cond part of the Treatiſe) that ix 4 ſex/e (which I there explain) 
. as Well the habitmall holineſſe of Chrifts perſon, as the morall righte= 
ouſneſſe, or attive obedience of hu life, may be ſaid to be imputed to 
thoſe that believe in him. And very often in the ſaid Treatiſe, upon 
occa(ion, I declare in what {ence I admit, as well as in what ſence 
I refuſe the righteouſneſle or active obedience of CyrIST 
in juſtification, I ſuppoſe he is not himſelfe a ſon of that 
profound ignorance ,- as. to hold, that the rightcouſneſſe of 
Chriſt (as he calls it , whether meaning his active or paffive 
obedience , or both) is in every ſence imaginable imputed in 
juſtificati on; and yet it's lpreſuming of over-much underſtand- 
ing (eſpecially in the point of juſtification) in him, who going a- 
bout to recihie the miſtakes of others, ſhall himſelfe affirm, That 
the redensption and reconciliat ion pmrchaſed by Chri#t, is the moving 
and meritorious cauſe of our juſtification and ſalvation: and that the 
ieſtrumentall cauſe Whereby the ſame is imputed, is the bloud of 
Cbriſt, Of which Atheologicall and putid affertions, who would 
have thought that the great Ariftarchws of the errors and hereſfies 
of the times, could have been the Author and Aflertor, had not 
Miſtrefle Gangrena in the margin of her 22, page betrayed him ? 
-But if he, onely denying the impulation of Chriſts righteouſneſſe 
in juſtification in one ſenſe, bat aſſerting it in another, {ſhould be 
fimply 3nd indefinitiy charged to deny it, would think the charge 
baſe and unyaſt (as indeed he ſhould have cauſe to doe) he himſelfe 
-muſt bow down his back to the ſame burden, and be content to 
" belooked upon as a man of this baſeneſle , untill he hath made 
his attonement with 'God and man for it. Ex wngne lcoxem. You 
may by this one inſtance judge with what truth or honeſty he 
hath laid aown the reſt of the opinions in his Catalogue. Well 
.may he call them errors, when once he hath lift up his pen upon 
them, Forgery hath a miſchieyious omnipotency, and 1s able to 
create what errors or hereſ1es ſhe pleaſeth. 

Again, Þ. 45. he chargeth Ir. Fohn GoodWin, that in his point Se, 19, 
of j*t | pueIe quotes Calvin, Bucer,and others, Who are known Cx- 
Profeſlo ro be of another judgement. Surcly the man 1s not either fo 
limple, or free from the guilt of falſe ſpeaking in this aſſertion, as 
-his words beare. Doubclefle he doth nor intend to make ita mat- 
ter of charge againſt a man, in the handling of a controverſie, to 

D quote 


be a very illicerate man, and not able to conſtrue a pecce of plain | 
Latin z or elſe charges Calvin, Bucer, and the reſt, with being ofa | 
jadgment as contrary to themſelves as to me. It he can conſtrue 
Latin,let him confcfle in Engliſh whether Ca/vzs be ex profeſſo of 
4 differing judgment from me.-in-the poinc of juſtification, in theſe 
paſlages following { to omit very many others of the ſame im- . | 
port.) Pram autem juſtician in ſe repoſita non habeant homines,ims- 
putatione hanc adipijcuntur, quia Deas fidem illrs fert accepta pro jut- 
fticia, Calvin in Gal.3.6: And again, 2zare eAbraham credendo 
nibil aliud quan oblatans ſbi gratiams amplettitar, ne irrita ſit. $% 
HOC 3lli imputatur in juſticiam, [equitur non aliter eſſe juſtum, iſs 
qnia Dei bonitate conſs{us,ommnia.ab ipſo ſperare auder,Calv.in Rom. 


4.3, FIDES REPUT ATURINFUSTICIAM,:| 
10n quod nllumz nobts merituns afferat , ſed quia Dei bonitatem ap-- 
prehendat. Ibidem. Yer again : Quibs etiam verb docemur , jtl- 
ftitiam Paulo nihil aliud eſſe quam remiſſionem peccatorem. Calv.in 
- T hs Reader Rom. 4.6. }anert ergo ſalva nobu pulchervima ſententia, juſtificars 
fer his fur- hommem fide, quia gratuita peccatorum remiſſione coram Deo par ga- 


ther ſatisfa=. ,,, fit. Ibid, Abraham fidens habuit Fehova: & reputavit id ei juſti- 


—_— ciam: hoc eft, havnit ei pro jueſticiaa HANG FIDE M. Cre> 
ment in this dendo 1gitur 1d accepit, ut Dems eum pro juſto haberet. Bucer Rom. 
controverſie, 4. 3, I forbear. to Engliſh theſe paſſages , becauſe I delire to 
is earncltly make an experiment upon Mr. Edwards, whether he be able to 
defired to per- 4, it, or no. Tf he ſhall publikely acknowledge that he hath a- 


eo of 1s 1. buſed both me and himſelf, and many more, in charging me wick 


ſo the $,5,and quoting Authors for me, Who are kna\ve CX profeſio to be of another 
7. Sections of ;udgem nt, 1 thall conceive the better hopes of ſome competency 
the fife chap= * gf a Latin faculty in him ; bur if he ſhall ſtand to avouch a charge 


rec of the 'farſt _ - # gp 
partof my of ſo palpable and manifeſt untruth , ro them that underſtand 


Treatiſe of The Authors language *,1 protcſle ingermouſly chat 1 know no ret- 
Juſtification, fon bur to judge him uncapable of the Engliſh ſenſe of a Latin 
| Rs {entencts 
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{entence. But whether Calvi»,Bucer,and thoſe other he ſpeaks of, 
quored by me ia my point of Juſtificatio,be of the ſame judgment 
or no, with me in the point,ler neither me,nor he,nor M. Roberough 
be Judges,(for we very poſſibly may all be partiall )bur ler us re- 
fer the decition to two ſufficient ,men,and without exceptien, both 

for learning and integrity,and knowledge of the caſe, the one a for- 
retgn Divine,fome years {ince atrelt with God(otherwiſe then by 
tus writing):1ever known to me, the other a neighbour Miniſter 
mdecd,and of che Aſſembly ir ſeif, but between whom.8 my felf, 
there was never any acquaintance,beyond a.caſuall entetview,and 
the exchange of a few words of courie. The former of the two is 
David Parens, fometimes chief Profeflor of Divinity in the Uni- 
verſity in Heidelburoh : who in his Tract concerning the Active 
and Paſlive righteouinefle of Chriſt, having laid down his judge- 
ment(in the-Controverſie depending) thus,(pag.176.) that remſ- 
fien of finnes for the [atisfattion of { hrift imputed to us, ts our Whole 
end intire Fuſtification , and argued accordingly (P4g-177- ) in the 
following page, addeth as followeth 3 1 might here produce the 
eAuthorities of the Fathers, Who likeWviſe place our righteouſnefſe 
(meaning in juſtification) in the alone forgiveneſſe of ſinnes for 
the death of Chriſt : and accordingly cites ſeverall teſtimonies out 
of AuftinDecumenius, and Ambroſe. And immediately after theſe 
teftimonies, thus; 7 might alſo allcage the confent of Luther, 7e- 
lanithan,Z ringlins, Occolampadins.(, alin, Bullinger Martyr, Mn- 
ſcalzs, H [yperius, Urſine, Olentan, &c. from Whoſe dottrine tn the 
point of 7eſtification, I do not vary a ales breadth. So that the 
light of this mans reading and judgement together, could diſcover 
no Other opinion touching the formall cauſe of ]Juſtiacation, either 
n the Fathers, or any of the chiefe Proteltant Writers in his time, 
bur that it ſhould ſtand ONELY in remiſſion of fins. The latter of 
the two mentioned is, M.T homas Gataker,a wan of approved learlt- 
wg ind integrity amonglt us ; who 11 Mr. Ar. Fottens defence a- 
Banſt M.#alkers charge,lately publifhed in Print by him,acknow- 
ledgeth ( P. 58. ) that however he for his part deemeth it erroneous 
(and fo dc 1 too, taking the word 7aſtification 1 that large {enſe 
WAich it {eemerh he doth where he argueth againlt che opunon, as 
VR his Afimadverſions upon the dilpates berween Pijcator and 


Licize, p.9. Beſides tundry other places ) to hold that Juſtification 
D 2 conſiſt eth 
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conſiſteth in remiſſion of ſinnes, yet that Calvin, Beza, Olenian, Ur- 
ſine, Zanchie, Pilcator,Parcus, Muſculus, Bullinger, Fox, azd diver: | 
others of great note and name, yea Whole Syneas of ours are foundſ0 
ro (ay: adding farther, end yet Were theſe men never yet, that 1 
ever heard or read, for ſo ſaying, condemned as Heretiques, much 
leſſe as blaſphemons Heritiques, but had in high eSteeme, as their | 
Worth, parts, and Workes Well deſerved, by thoſe that therein difſent> 
ed frons thens. I trait the ſervant is not greater then his Maſter; nor 
the Authoritic of the Clerk, equall to that of the Jultic of Peace. 
If Mr.Gataker hath ſpoken,I hope Mr. Roboroxgh will hold his peace | 
And ſince two ſuch men, as David Pareus and Mr. Thomas Ga- | 
taker, have fo cleerly and confidently athcined, every mouth (T |} 
truſt) of clamor and contradiction will from hencetorth be ſtop- 
a Deut.19.15. Ped. For in the month of two or three Witneſſes (ſaith the Divine | 
2 C.r. 13,1. Law it ſelfe) ſhall every Word be eſtabliſhed a: Yea I am not with- 
—_ af6-ma. x {ome hope,but that Mr. Thomas Edivaras himfelte,may in time | 
= 4 rol ny be reduced, though I knoyy that in clamorous and aſperſive bicker- | 
is more vali4 1N2S,he emulates the glory of that martiall zeale which was in him, | 
in Law, then who {till affected'to appeare, 
many nega- Primus inire mann, poſtyemus ponere bellum, i. 
_ | The firſt to fight, and laſt ro-quit the field. 
Sect. 20, Pag. 4s. he aftirmes, that quoting his Antapologie, and citing the 
former part of the [entence,T leave out the latter;adding this palpable 
antruth: that had I bet named 3t, it Would have been an evident confu- 
tation of me, | clearly prov'd(Sect.13.0ft this Anſwer)that the /at- 
ter part of the ſeatence he ſpeaks of,c{pecially conſtrued, with the for- 
mer part which I cite,ts abſolute and compleace non-ſenſe, And was! 
any man ever evidently confurted: in evident non-ſenſe ? except it 
be in ſuch a {ence, as he that drinks puddle -water, .confutes him 
| that chif. th rather todrinke ar the cleare fountaine or {treame. 
(5; WTR Pag. 67. he chargeth his $S-{taries or 7 ndependents,that they ſc to 
give great ana glorious Names, and ſWelling titles to their bookes, as 
(tor inſtance) Inocency #Trn:hTriumphing togetber; &C.T perceive: 
by his aggrievement at this tirle,firſt, that if High Presbyrerie be 
advanc'd,neither /znocency,nor Trath,are like to trixmph:this keene 
prece of Presbyterie 1s.not-able to beare the mention of ſich things» 
Secondly, that matters of Truth any wayes tending to the diſpa-- 


ragement of Independency, are very rare, and ſcarce, and.not wi de 


— 


A erief Anſwer to an ulceroxs Treatiſe. | 27 
_ za — 


—m_-+_d_—_ a. 


had for love or money.For otherwiſe, (doubtleflc) the 13an would 
not have plaid at ſo {mall game, would not have {train'd himſelfe to 
catch at this flie. As much love as a ſingle halfe penny, would have 
ſerv'd to have cover'd this Tranigreſſioen. What ? nor ſo much li- 
bertie meet to be allowed to Independents, as to give what Names 
they think beſt to their bookes, withour a Synodicall debate, and 
permiſfion?I confefle Gangrena, 1s n0 Great or glorious Name,out it 
15a title ſWelling with poylon, and the gall of aipes. Bur for me, I 
{hall rakeno offence at it:the proverb is bur fulfilled, Simzles habert 
labra Iaftxcas; like lips, like lettuces. Both title and booke (I pre- 
ſume) are ſavory meate to thoſe for whom they were prepared, 
and ſuch as their ſoules love,as marrow and fatnefle. But what rea- 
ſon he hath to call Innocency and Truth T rinmphing together,either 
a great and glorious Name or ſwelling Title, we defire to gather 
from the T ree of paradice the next moneth of her fructification. In 
the mean ſeaſon, Mr. Edwards mult fuffer as an unjuit alperfer in 
this charge alſo. | 
Pag. 54-He chargeth Mr.. Fohn Goodwin, in a Serman to have ut- $48. , »: 
tered that againſt the Parliament,and the poWer of it,as opens a gap to 
all ſlighting of their Authoritie and power:and further addeth,that he 
believes there Was never any ſuch ſpeech from any before himſclfe. But 
firſt, if any ſuch gap (as he ſpeaks of) be opened, I know no wild 
beaſts that have As in at it,but ſome ſuch Presbyterians, who 
(as I here)demanded,hat hath the Parliament to do With Infer tor 
{ourts? and who charge fome of the worthy Members thereof, 
to be heretical and fattions;yea ninnies and grolls, & men that have 
; 0 more Witathen will reach from their noſe to their meuth,C>+ are one- 
ly ſenſible, Iconteſle in reiped or ſuch Presbiterian ſpirits as theſe, 
there had need be no gap opened to the ſlighting of Parliamentarie 
Authoritic & poWer: & that the Parliament it felfe had need keepe 
power out of ſuch hands,which without it know how to be Impe- 
rious enough. Bu: ſecondly,it is {o far trom being true, that I inthe 
Sermon he ſpeaks of,have nttered any thing againſt the Parliament 
er poWer of it ; much more, any thing which opexs any gap to all 
fighting of their Amthority & poWe-;that he himſelfe in this charge 
agamſt me,daſheth his footeagainſt the {tone he ſpeaks of, For firit, 
that which he infinuates, as #trered by me of ſuch a conſequence,is 
nothing Elſe but manifeſt and cleare cruth; yea and hath patled the 
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eriall of Presbyteriaz fire it {elfe, and is come forth in full weight, 
wichout ſuftering the leaſt damage or detriment by it.Secodly,moſt 
_ Certain 1t 1S,that no Truth whatſoever, hath any prejudiciall or en- 
damaging influence upon any juit andlawfull Auchorittezfor God 
is 207 arviged in,0r againft himiclte, Therefore he thar ſhall affirme, 
that any Aathoritie or power whatfoever,is any waies indangered, 
prejudic'd, or difparaged by any Truth, doth by a unavoidable 
conlequencegdeny that Authoritie or power to be lawfuil,or from 
God. Nor could Mr. Edwards lightly. have #ttered any thing,that 
would have {trook more dangerouſly at the very roote af all Par- 
lizmentarie Auchorive and power, then ro {ay,that he that ſpeakes 
the truth, ſpuaks againſt then, opens a gap to all ſlighting of thews. 
Bur thirdiy (and laſtly) lec Mr. Edward, and his x Seen 5 in this 
charge know, that 1. 5 not they who ſpeak the Truth, whether co 
Parliament or Princes, that opez 4 gap to the ſlighting of their «Au- 
thoritie or poWer;no:but they are the men of this demerirt and 1m- 
pictie, wito for their ohe ends flatter them, and have their perſons 
in admiration for aguvaztaze;who traine their wits and.con{ciences 
cogerher, to lift them up nearer to the Heavens then God will 
beare, that ſo they may be. maſters of an opportunity and poyver,to 
I;atifie them in their carnall intereſt? And the Truth is, cthar-had 
not God by more then an ordinary hand of grace, beth towards 
taeinſeives, and towards the Nation, made thoſe honourable and 
worthy Councellors, wiſer then cheir Teachers; Satan had a moſt 
dangerous advantage againſt them, to have made chem more wx - 
Wife then their enemies. 
Seft. 23, _ Page 73. Hechargech the Independerts,T hat many of them play at 
( ards and T ables, are very looſe on the Sabbath aayes, go to Bowles 
and ether ſports ox dyes of publike Thankeſgiving,as M. Tohn Good- 
win, and ſeverall ef bis Charch &c. Whether his intent be co juſti- 
fi2 and make good the firſt and ſecond branches of this charge,viz.. 
the Independents playing at Cards and T ables, and their losſeneſſe on 
the ſabbath dayes, by the inſtance of Afr. Fohn Goodwm and ſeve- 
rall ef his Church, I will cot determine. Certain I am, that accor-: 
ding to the common rules of conſtruction, his words 1mporr ity 
and I believe chat not one Reader of ten bar ſo underſtanas him. 
If this be his ſence, abhorred of all mcn be his lying: tor Mr. ſob 


GoedWmm neither plejes at Cards nor at Tables; neither hath he done 
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either ſince his firſt comming to the Citie , nor of many yeares 
before ; nor doth he know any of his Church addicted to either of 
theſe recreations. But however , I marvell the man ſhould think 
to burthex the Independents with thele exerciſes of Cards and T a- 
bles, when as it is fo generally known, of what light account, and 
generall uſe chey are in the beſt reformed Preſbyterian Churches. 
And if there be any of the Independent way {o much addicted to 
them, as My. Edwards Charge ſeems to import, I beleeve they 
_ arechiefly, if not onely, 'thoſe whom Mr. EdWwarads calls Malis- 
ants , complatning of them for falling to this way ; and who 
lately drank of the fame waters of Epiſcopacy with the far grea- 
teſt part of the Preſbyterian party, and now accompany them 1n 
their (chiſming or reading oft from that way. And (alas!) who 
knowes not how hard a thing it is for men that have along 
time drunk old Wine with their old Friends, preſently to drink 
new ?- Fn 

For his charge of /noſexeſſe ox the Sabbath dayes,the net of Tnge- 
perdency, like that of the Goſpel, ( as it ſeems by the many bitter 
complaints made by MiſtreſſeGargrena in that behalf) gathering 
fſhes of every kind good and bad *,and that in'fuch abundancezas the 


- 


tenor of thedſaid complaints imports, I am not able to fpeak. for . 


the whole circumference. Burfor 2.7.GoodWin and ſeverall of br; 
Church, who-are the ondly perfons in whom inftance is | G 
make good the truth of the charge, we deſire that when his great 
labours of poWwring owt the vial won the Sun be over, he will plcale 
torefrefh himſelf wich telling oat che {tory at large , with the 
particulartties of it, viz, on what Sabbath , or Sabbaths it was, 
whether before Saint 7effery or after, that either: himſelf or his 
Intormers faw that looſenefſe in Afr. John GoodWin and (evernall of 
bs Chnrch,and what looſeneſſe it was,and whoof his Church they 
were, that tranſgrelt this tran{greffion with him. For ray part, I 
ſhall not go abour to juſtifie my {elfe , or all of my Church from 
more looſeneffe then well becomes us on ſuch dayes > but I know 
No looſenefſe comparable to that, when Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
(whether ſach, or ſo ca.led by themſelves ) ſhall take liberty nn- 
der the name of preaching , to ven: vagrant, looſe, light, Iving - 
tales and reports, on purpoſe to defame the good wayes and fer- 
 Yants of God ; orclie co make lowd challenges to'all the world, 
| gs 
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to make good what they deliver, and yet ſhrink and decline the 
incounter with a few plain conſcientious men, Doubtleſle neither- 
Mr.fohn GoodWin, nor any of hu Churchgever treſpaſſed the treſpaſs | 
of any ſuch looſenefſle as this on any Sabbath day; nor of any other 


equall in demerit to it. 
; Bur though he {hould cavill himſclfe off from the charge of 
 chargiag, cither Mr. oh» GoodWtr or any of his Church, either 
. with playing at Cards anaT ables,or with looſneſſe on Sabbath aayes, 
yet he muſt own the charging of them with going to Bowles,and o- 
tacr ſports, on aayes of publick T hankeſgiving. Therefore, firſt, be- | 
cauſe he ſpeaks of dayes in theplurall number, as of many; we de- - | 
ſire him,that in the next returne of his monethly courſe upon him, 
he will chroughly purge himſelfe from all malignancy in this 
particular of his charge , by naming thoſe dayes of publick, 
T hankeſgiving wherein this hainous offence (but againſt no com- 
mandement or law, either of God or Man) was committed. We | 
cannot allow it, no not by his own law for a ſufficient- come-off, 
to ay that on ſuch & day of publick, T haxnkeſgiving, the men in- 
peached treſpaſſed the ſaid impeachment, except he can give in- 
ſtance of the pretended miſcarriage in more dayes then one, of that 
denomination. For himſelfe in his Aztapologie, p. 54. quarrels 
with his Toxfive (as ever and anon he calls the Apologifts) onely 
for ſaying, that ſemeof their brethren in their printed bookes do can- | 
didly teſt ifie of them,telling them (by way of reproof,and charge of | 
untruth in their Aſſertion) that it is b#t one of them, not ſome, that 
do ſo teſtifie. Therefore by his own rule, an aisertion of the plurall | 
number cannot be juſtified by a ſingle inſtance or example of | 
what is plurally aſserted. And yer who knowes not the very law 
of Nature alloywes a man a greater indulgence of phraſe and ex- 
preſſion in his own purgation, then it doth in Charging .or 1m- 
peaching others. 

Secondly, wee dcfire of our grand-acculer; the next time hee 
comes amongſt us with his monethly viſitation, to ler the world 
know, what other {ports they are that Mr. fohn Goodwin, and ſome 
of bis Charch uſe to go unto on dayes of puqliks thanke/gwing,belides 
BoWles: they are not conſcious to themiclves of tranſgrefſing &t- 
ther in BoWles or in any ether [ports on {uch dayes. 


- 


Thirdly (and laſtly) we deſire of him for the furcher vindi- 
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cation of himſelfe in this charge , wen ic ſhall next be wich him 
after the-manner aforeſaid , that he will pleaſe to ſpeake it out, 
that the world'may heare, on what day of publick Thanksgiving, a= 
bout whacr time or houre of the day, whether fore-noon, or atrer- 
noon ; whether in the morning , or in the evening it was that Mr. 
John Goodwin with ſeverall of his Church went , or on ſuch dayes 
are wont id gue to Bowles and other ſports. For it it were on the eve- 
ning of ſuch a day, that the deed was dane, it is no clean train to 
ſay it was done in the day it ſelte, eſpecially, except ſome notice 
were given in the margin, that he chargeth by the day natural], 
not artificia!]. And beftdes, if it proves but an evening tranigrefſion, 
the conitant praQtice of the graveſt Presbytereans themſelves , going 
to ſee the Fire-workes uſually made in levera!l places of the Cirtie, 
on every fifth of November, being the moit ancient, and hoporable 
day of publick Thankggiving unto the Nation, will be an abundant 
atonement for. it. FE | 
But (Reader) that thou maiſt underſtand 2b 0vo ad mals, from 
the top co the toe, the nature and tenor of that grand delinquen- 
cy in point of looſnefle, which is here charged upon Ar. John 
Goodwin and ſeverall of his Church , the ſtory truly and briefly is 
this ; Upon the day ordered by Authoritie for publick Thank(- 
giving unto God for his gracious and good hand upon the neu 
Modell in theviQtory at Naſebie the laſt Summer, having preached 
ſomewhat long, and to wearines, in Michaels Cornhill in the fore- 
noon , and being hereby ſomewhat indiſpolſed ro furcher labour 
fyat day, I kept my houte privately in the atternoon, till about 
five or fix of che clock. At which time two of the brethren coming 
in, and finding me in no better poſture , defired me to walke out 
a lictle into the fields with them, ſuggeſting that a walk in the freſh 
are:might doe me ſome good. So a walke wee tooke , the ſeaſon 
deing pleaſant and faire; and having walked abour a quarter of a 
mile, or very liccle more, and being now upon returning, one of 
Shoſe.chat were with me- told the other and my ſelfe , that if wee 
thoyght good tocaſe our ſelves alittle before wee returned , there 
Was agarden-houſle of a friend of his(a man familiarly known allo 
$o:my.telfe and the other,though ofa differing judgement from: us 
In point of diſcipline ) neere at hand , and that if wee pleaſed-wee 
might/ſep in.chither, and repoſe our {elves for a while. Coming 
M E into 


I II —_— —_— = 


M— 


eA brief Anſwer to an alcerous Treatiſe. 


WT _—_— 
I "IIEOT OOREE_ YN Ny ——_ 


into the garden, wee betook our ſelves to an Arbour , and there 
ſate about halfe an houre. During which time (and I know nor 
how long before ) there was a company playing at Bowles in a lit- þ 
tle Alley in the Garden ; whom (I preſume) wee {hall not wrong 
in caſe we judge them Presbyterians , though (I confefle) wee did 
not examine them upon the point. But before this company had | 
given over their exerciſe, there came into the garden fo ns ſome 
more of our acquaintance, ſome of them of our, others. of them of 
Mr. Edwards judgement in point of Church-government. When 
the company that all rhis while had been bowling, quit their 
ground, one in our ground , ( Iremember not who, or of what 
judgement) asked meeif I would not ſtirre my elfe a little by caſt- 
ing a Bowle before I went home. The motion being made, and 
the reſt inclining to it, we went, whether, fix or eight of us, I doe þ 
not remember ; bur that the one part was Preshyterian, and the o- | 
ther Independent, 1 perfe&tly remember, and betooke our ſelves for | 
about halfe an houre to the exerciſe ; the Sunne by this time being 
either downe, or very neere it; and fo returned home. T his is the | 
ſtory of th#t drop of water which Mr. Edwards hath got upon the 
tip of bis finger to coole his tongue, being ( as it ſeemes )grievouſly | 
tormented in the flames of paſlion and indignation, that the world 
ſhould no more wonder after the Presbyterians for holinefſe and re- | 
Lgion,then to thinke that the Independents had equall part and fel- | 
lowſhip wich them therein. 
| But let us animadvert a few things upon the ſtory before wee þ 
leave it. Firſt, it is very obſervable that the man , who (ir ſeems) 
holds correſpondency with the world , and with all parts in the | 
Kingdome, to receive intelligence of all the miſcarriages and undue 
' deportments ofall ſuch as are independently given,is notwichſtand- | 
i1g necefliated for the carrying up iis great defigne of their defa- 
mation , to article againſt them ſuppoſed miſcarriages and mif- 
demeanors, in ſtead of thoſe that are truly and really ſuch. Mr. Ea- 
wards I preſume knowes, that where there 3s 20 Law, there 15, there 
can be, no fin, no tranſgreſſion* : For that ſin(all ſin )z* 2 tranſgreſſi* | 
oz of ſome Law Þ. Now then till Mr. Edwards ſhall produce ſome | 
Law either of God or Man, againſt which Mr. Joh»: Goodwin and 
thoſe of bs Church he ſpeaks of , treſpaſſed in bowling as aforeſaid, 
(which I know he will not be able to doe, till the day after dooml- | 


day) | 


John Goodwins Church : (o there were ſome ( and , as 1 remember, 
more) of Mr. Edwards his Church alſo, (I mean of the Church of 
England) who were involved in that innocent tranigreſſion of 
playing at Bowles ; yea, the owner of the Garden and Alley , a 
godly and honeſt man , and competently warme in the Presbyteri-' The Proverb 
an way, was partaker with them in the ſuppoſed overſight. But: faith, 1: i a» 
( as was ſaid before) his Maxime is, Pereant amici-dummodo & ini- cvi'l birdthat 
mict ung pereant ; Let us belpatter our enemies , what ever becomes 2 mop Fs 
_ of our friends. | POOR PO: 
Thirdly, For my ſelf, I neicher ſo much as handled a Bowle for 
many monethe, (I think I might truly ſay, for ſome years)before 3 
nor have I done it ſince : nor would I then have drunke this cup 
of cold water , could I have thought the weakneſſe of any brother ſo. 
great, as to be offended at it. But now perceiving the Presbyterian 
weakneſle to be fo exceſſively and importunely great as it is, I doe 
hereby.,in che word of a Miniſter of the Goſpel,fſecure M*Edwards, 
and all his tender retinue, that I will drinke no more any ſuch wa- 
ters, mean caſt a Bowle on a day or night of publick thankſgiving, . 
whilſt the world ſtands, leſt T ſhould offend them. But 
-. Fourthly , If I had a minde to demand &@ tooth for a tooth, 1 
could call ſome Presbyterian ſtarres by their names, and thoſe of 
the firſt magnitude, who upon a day of thankſgiving , fell every 
whit as far from heaven, as Mr. 7. Goodwin and thoſe of bis Charch 
did. Yea, if you ſift the DoQorate it ſelfe of the Aſſembly, I be- 
lieve you will finde a man dropping through your ſieve, who with 
three more ( of his com-or fub-Presbyters rather , foure Minifters in 
all ) conſecrated the greater part (if not the whole ) of an after- 
' noon wpors a Thankegiving day, , to a ſervice that had no more 
Religion in ic, then the Filhermans daily occupation and im- 
ployment : nor did their exerciſe ( it ſeemes ) receive any great 
teſtimony from heaven, they ate but. very little of the labour of 
their hands ; two Roaches ( as ſaith the Hiſtory) being all that 
Providence and they could agree upon for the reward of 214 
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not take faire warning when it is given him , and give over telling 
tales of Independents,l know who:is refolv'd to lift the fore-mentio- 
ned heap yet neerer to the bran : and to make the world judge, 
whether Preshyter:an miſtakes in the night,be not far worſe then In< 
dependent bowlings on dayes (or evenings rather) of publick Thankgsgi« 
vings. Yea I know who hath a {tory of a Prerbyterzan Angel, which 
- - doth but waite for the opening of Mr. Edwards mouth in reproa- 
ches and f{landers againſt his Þ:dependent Brethren the fecond time, 
roclap into it, and ſtop it for ever. Yea I my ſelf have a Manuſcript 
by me, which came to my hands aboye a yeare fince, concerning 
Mr. Edwards himſelf ; which difcourfeth his jugling and indire& 
walking between the two Townes of Godalmin in Surrey, and Dun- 
may in Efſcx. The writing will be atteſted by good- hands : and if 
there be no. remedy, will be content to ſnþmit ic ſelfe tothe Preſſe 
In the meane time, how wofull and ſad is the method, wherein the 
caſe depending between Presbytery and Independency , muſt now (i 
ſeemes) thorough Mr. Edwards his horrid and portentuons prov 
ceedimgs, be argued and debated thorough ! the arguments on both 
fides being onely or chiefly, firebrands of Reproaches and Defamas 
tions, throwne in faces of the one lide by the other. Sothar that þ 
way of the two,which isableto render the ſons of her competitreſk þ 
moſt odious and hatefull unto the world, mult fit as Queene, and 
weare the Crowne. Mr. Edmazrds by the method, wherein he hath 
begun to plead the cauſe of Presbytery., and threatens to proceed, 
hath devored the Names and repazations of all of his owne partic, 
at leaſt of tuch of them as are any wayes obnoxious, to the aniver- 
fall abhorring both of the prefent, and future ages. i Therefore'it | 
concernes all Presbyterians in general}, and: the DoRorage of this 
way more particularly, that are any wayes confcious,to heale the 
Gangrene of his pen,$ to reftraine che further ſpreading of it:other- 
wite:their Names and Repurations are but fo many dead corpfes. - | 
5. Whilft Mr. Edwards fo conſcientiouſly refrainerth' from calt | 

'ing' a bowle upon the evening of a Thankeſgivinig day , and takes V 
bertieto recreate himlelf with revilings and bitter fpeakings againf 
the-wayes and-ſeryants of God in the heart and firength y fach| 
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dayer, ( as his.manner is too too frequently to doe ) doth he not 
ſtraine out gnats, and ſwallow camels ? and run parallel in practiſe 
"with thoſe Priefts & people, who refufed 10 goe into the common hall, 
leſt they ſhould be defiled *; bur fear'd no detilement from proſecuting «Joh 18,28 
that Juſt One, even anto death ? Yea doth he not by ſuch diſtin&i- 
ons as theſe, imitate the temper and ſpirit of the Goddefte Diarrs 
among the Heathen, who ( as Iphigenia in Exripides faith of her ) 
was wort to drive from her altar , as uncleane, whoever did but touch a 
woman in childbed, or a perſon ſlaine ; and yet delighted to have men 
aine in ſacrifice unto her ?- Es 
6. ( And laſtly )May it not be ſome Queſtion,whether the par- 
ticuJaritie of that day of publique Thanksgrumg,wherein Mr. Edwards 
finds Mr. Fohn Goodwin and ſome of hus Church ſo tardie , might not 
occaſion him to fift the Independents more narrowly on that day, 
then on: many others ? It was ſaid of King Philip, that though he lo- 
ved the treaſon, yet he hated the Traytor. So wee have many fpirits a» 
mongſt us who love viftories, and yet doe little Jeſſe then hate the 
viors, I meane thoſe by whom. it pleaſetht God to give many of 
theſe tnto them. Mr. Etwards aUminiſters a ftrong ground of fuf- 
pition; that he himfſelfis2 man ofthis dark complexion, in the laſt 
Page (fave one) of his Dedicatory Epiſtte,where,having firſt ſtrip'd 
himſelf nak'd of -all principles of reafon and _—_ , he thus 
ſhameleſly befpeakes the two Honourable Hounles of Parliament. 
And who knows but that all theſe viftories are ſent to take away all ex- 
cvfe, to: anſroev this objeTion,and to encourage you 10 this work? The work 
he ſpeaks of, and whereunto he ſuppoſes that no man can be igno- 
rant,but that the Parliament arencouraged from God by thoſe ma- 
hy vi&ories which he hath given them, is (as appeares by the tenor 
and ftrame of rhe whole Epiſtle) the cruſhing- and utter undoing 
of all thoſe, whoſe conſctences camtipt ſubtaic to the Lawes of Pyeſ- 
dytery in all things appertaining'to God. So then, it being generally 
Knowne, chat many confiderable perſons, whom God hath hono- 
red, by making them eminently inſtrumental} in the victorics he 
ſpeaks of, cannot presbytertalize in the things of God ; thatwhich 
he faith to the Parliament in the words mentioned, being interpre> 
ted, is this; Who knows but that the many vitffories, which God bath py- 
Ven you, were intended by bir ar a means of incouragement unto yew, tO 
guaſh and cruſh the greateſt part of thole men,who were {1gnally in- 
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ſtrumental and ſerviceable both to God and them in the obtaining 
of them, together with all thoſe that adhere in judgement to them 
in the Land. Now the ſpirit of the man being fo extremely incom-" 
portable with the honour, comfort,or peace of many of thoſe whoa | 
were prime AQors in the ſervice at Nzſeby,left the valour and faith- 
ſ{ulnefſe of theſe men being commended by God unto the Nation 
with ſuch remarkable ſucceſſe, ſhould plead with too high an hand 
the goodnefle of the way wherein they ſerve and worſhip God, in 
the minds and thoughts of the generalitie of men, he ( probably ) 
conceiv'd that the beſt way to prevent this miſery from coming ap- | 
on him, was to inquire out how men profeſling the ſame way with | 
them , behav'd themſelves on that day , whereon pablique Thankes | 
were to be given unto God for that vi&ory:that ſo in caſe any un- | 
ſeemly or unworthy thing could be found out and charged upon. | 
any ot them,as on this day, the divulging of it,might help to bre 
the ſtrength and-intereſt of that other plea in the minds of men. 
P age 70. He obſerves, that two of my children were taken away by the | 
plague of peſtilence,zepon the making my houſe a meeting for the Seflaries. 
That two ofmy children were taken away,by that hand of God he 
ſpeaks of, others ſo reporting it beſides Mr. Edwards,(for touching 
the manner or means of their taking away, I know nothing but by 
report, my ſelfc having been far abſent ſeverall weeks , when God 
took them away) I ſhall not denie. And if he had Raid his pen and 
clog'd the period here, he had wrought little Jeſſe then a miracles 
for he had uttered one whole ſentence of Truth. But now he may 
take up the Poets lamentation ; 
Sed mea me in culpam nimirm fate trabebant : 
But me, my fates drew into ſhamefull crime. 
the ſpirit that attends him,(it ſeemes)envied him the crown of that 
glory.For in faying,that this was done upon making my houſe a meeting 
for the SeQarieshe makes the ſentence like unto ics fellows,I meane 
void of Truth. For firſt, my houſe is a ſolid ſubſtance ; whereas Mr. 
Edwards meeting is a fluid accident. I never heard of an boxfe, that 
was made 2 meeting till now. And if mine be transformed into ſuch 
a thing, doubtleſſe Mr. Edwards hath done it by ſome magique in- 
cantation;lI have done no ſuch thing to it my ſelf.But it is the mans 


unhappineſle to be ever and anon tardie, in non-ſenſe, as well as in | 
non-truth, 
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_ 2. If hismeanus.;, _., that] have made a meeting place of it, whe- 
ther for Se&aries,or whoſoever, he doth nor herein neither nick the 
Truth. For if by wy houſe, he means, my dwelling houſe, confiſting 
of that building an mes , wherein I keepe and converſe daily 
with my familie , ( which is the ordinary acception of the word ) 


this is no wayes altered by me ſince my coming to it. Or 
3- It his meaning be, that I have ordered and diſpoſed fome part 


of the buildings which I have hired, with an intent to have SeGZarzes 
meet there; neither yet doth the man or his meaning agree with the 
Truth. I confefle one roome in theſe buildings, is ordered with an 
intent that ſuch perſons who thinke ic worth theic time to attend 
my miniſtery, whether Presbyterzans or others, may be ſome wayes 
accommodated to partake thereof. But that I ever made it, or in- 
tended to make it , a meeting-place for Sef&aries, well may it be one 
of M* Edwards afſertions , but Truth it is none. Nor dbe I krow 
any ſort of perſons that ever met in it yet, that any whit more de- 
ſerve the denomination of Sefaries, then the Presbyterians them- 
ſelves. But | 
. 4 (And laſtly)If the mans meaning be,(which is ſimply the beſt 
conſtruftion can be made of his words ) that I have permitted and 
given way , that ſome part of the buildings which I have taken, 
"ſhould be ugd by ſuch perſons ,. as in his miſ-carrying diale& are 
called SefFaries, to meet in ; neither will this relieve him againſt the 
habituaced foulneſſe ofhis pen, or make the ſentence cleane. For it 
was not upon that permiſſion or grant of mine, that my to children 
Were taken away, nor yet upon the furniſhing of the roome for con- 
veniency of meeting, (for the Sefaries he ſpeaks of,borth Presbyteri- 
en; and others, had met therein ſeverall times before the leaſt haire 
of the heads of either of the children fell to the ground ) bur it was 
upon my deſerting and diſuſe of itfor a longer time, then God ( ic 
ſeems ) was well pleaſed with 3 at leaſt if I ſhould look upon the ta- 
King them away, as a ſtroake of anger or diſpleaſure from God. 
But as touching the Providence it ſelfe about my children,whether 
I ſhould looke upon it as baving more of mercie, or more of judge= 
ment in it,l am not ſatisfied to.this day. T hough the children(I con- 
&fle) were deareunto me, $& their lives very defireable, upon hopes 
that God ( howſoever ) would have provided for them, if he had 
ihouphr it meet they ſhould live ; yet confidering that the beſt pars 
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of that livelihood and means of ſubſiſtence © .._.. I had , was by a 
ſtrong hand taken from me, I could not ſo much look upon the ta- 
king of them away by God, as a taking them away from me, as from 
that miſery, whereunto the undeſerved hatrgg and injuſtice of my 
Presbyterian nzighbours, in wreſting and detaining my means from 
me, had expoſed them. Men rook away my means ; and God made 
up the breach ( in part) by diminiſhing my charge. Neither were 
they taken away alone : there was a greater number of children ta- 
hen aw2y oat of a Prehyterian famitie neere to them,by the ſame hand 
of God ; where yet there was #9 meeting-place made for Sectaries. 
And behdes, I cou!d {oone be ont of Mr. Edw.rrds debt for this ſto- 
ry concerning two of my children being raken away;by telling him 
of three Grave men( and two ofthem Great) who were principall 
Attors in my troubles and ejection, taken away by death ſince the 
good ſervice they did to the Prerbyrerian partie in that*tranſaftion: 
God hath cut oft both ticad and taile of thoſemy adverſfarics:Batl } 
leave M*Edw.to make oblervatios upon it:for my part, make none. 

I have now perfeRed reckonings and accounts between Mr. Eg- 
wards and my lelte, and have ſet ftraight the foule errors and falli- 
fications of his bookes in theſe. I-have yet another ſmall parcellof 
accomnts tocleare with him in the behalte of others :- and by that 
time I fhall have iffned theſe, though T ſhal}'be very briefe in chis 
tramattion, yer I feare T ſhall make him uncapable of any Duietw 
eſt for ever. For doubtlefſe the man bath fold himſfelte to write all, 
and all manner of untraths that hecan but ſcrapple together ,. from 
what mouths or tongues or pens he cares not, {6 they be but Pref- 
byterian in their conſtitution, and carry any antipathic in them &- 
ther to the honour or peace of Independencie. I prefume that M*} 
G.mgrena hath not as yet paid:me the tith or tenth part of her tor 
gerics: itis like intime ſhee will be more honeſt in this, and I ſhall 
receive knowledge of the whole ſubſtance of her iniquitie. : -. 

I ſhall begin this latter account , where Mr. Edwards wel-nigh} 
makes anend ; with a ſtory related by him (in the very laft leate, 
(fave one) of his booke,v3z. p. 181. concerning one Coſens of Rocht- 
fer in Kent, By the way, if the common Proyerb, which faith; Tha 
the beſt. is at the bottome, takes place in his Booke ; forgery of forg 
ries, and all is forgery, all overit. For in this Relation, (by which 
you may judgeboth of thoſe many that goe before it,and choſen 
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that follow after it) there are wel-nigh, quot verba, tot mendacia : 
and yet even this alſo hath this banner of confidence diſplayed be- 
fore the face of it; I was enformed for certaine ; upon which preface 
we {hall animadvert preſently . 

Firſt,His Relation here reports,that one Coſens of Rocheſter in Kent, 
ſaid,tbat Feſus Chriſt was a Baſtard. Hoc primum : let this be the firſt 
lie in this Catalogue: the man never ſaid it. 

2. This report avoucheth, that the ſaid Coſens faid, that if Feſw 

Chriſt were upon the Earth againe, he would be aſhamed of many things 
be then did. This is another of the ſame, and the fecond in order. 
For neither did the man ſpeake any ſuch words as theſe ; the wit- 
nefſe, upon whoſe fingle teſtimony, (originally) both theſe and the 
former words were charged upon him , upon reexamination, and 
that upon oath, before the Committee of the Countie, wav'd both 
the one and the other ; as appeares by the ſaid Examination under 
the hand of the Clerk of the ſaid Commicrtee, which I ſaw & read ; 
and is forth-coming for any man to peruſe tor his ſatisfaCQtion. 
- 3. This Information of Mr. Edwards affirmes, that the ſaid Co- 
ſens, for the ſaid Blaſphemies,vvas put into priſon in Rocheſter, Keep tale: 
this is a third ſtumble. The occaſion of the mans impriſonment, 
was a matter of a quite differing nature;as by inquiry may be found 
out by any man; though for ſome reaſons the partie thinketh not 
{o.fic to have it printed. | 

4. The ſaid certain Information informeth ; that the ſaid Coſens 
being committed, at the Seſſions there came an Order from ſome in place to 
the Recorder to releaſe him. Skore up : this is the fourth word of folly 
in this Narration. For there came no Order fron: any in place, nor 
unto any in place, Recorder or other, for zhe releaſe of the man ; but 
upon the ſight of the fore- mentioned Examination taken upon oath 
before the Committee, by the Juſtices, the man was diſcharged. 
This untrath may well ſtand for two ( or at leaſt be printed in a 
Capitall letter ) becauſe men of honour and place are aſperied by 
It, as if they interpoſed with their intereſt or power to obſtruCtt the 
courſe of Law and Juſtice. 
 $..TheInformation now under impeachment, further averreth, 
that #þon the receipt of the ſaid Order,the Recorder a Serjeant at Law,and 
agrave mn, uſed theſe words ; Coſens, know you muſt ſhortly come before 
enther Court to anſwer for theſe words , where you ſhall bave no Order to 


releaſe you. Tallie on : this is a fift ( if not a fift and fixt ) phib v the 
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Relation. For here is a big lye with a leſſer in the belly of ic. For, 
firſt, the Recorder he ſpeaks of, never, upon no occaſion, ſpake any 
ſuch words as theſe to the man : nor ſecondly , did he ever receive 
any ſuch Order, as is here ſpoken of ; and ſo could not ſpeake, ei- 
ther theſe words, or any other, por the recerpt of it. | 

6. This loud-lying Information, further atteſts, that this man 
(Coſens) being at libertie, entertaines in hu houſe the Sefaries that | 
come from London, or. other places into thoſe parts, as Den, Lamb, Wood- 
many%c Keep tale;this is a ſixc flaw(at leaſtin the certain Informa=- 
tion. For the man profeſſeth that he knows no ſuch man, as #ood- 
#37 ; nor that(to his knowledge)he ever ſaw the face of the man. 

7. ( And laſtly ) The ſaid Presbyterian Information, for unifor- 
mitie ſake, that it may end asit began, affirmes ( in the cloze of it ) 
that this Coſens.us ſo bold, that he dares threaten to queſtion and trouble 
godly Orthodox Presbyteriall Miniſters, and goes to ſome of their Chur 
ches to ſee if he can get any matter againſt them : for exanpleyhe hath gone 
to one Mr. Clares, agodly Miniſter, and threatened upon hearing bim to 
complaine of bim, and put in Articles againſt him, Remember the ac- 
count : for this is the ſeventh and eighth time (at leaft) that the In- 
formation prevaricateth with the T ruth. For firſt, the man is fo far 
from daring to threaten to queſtion or trouble any godly Meniſter what- 
ſcever, that he profeſſech it to be his judgement, that neither god- 
ly, nor ungodly, whether Miniſters or others, ought to be queſtio= 
ned or troubled for their judgements in matters appertaining un- 
to God. Therefore ſecondly, though he contefleth that he went to 
M*"Clre upon the preaching of a Sermon,and told him that he had 
not delivered the Truth ; yer that he any wayes threatned Mr.Clare, 
he abſolutely deniech. I find nothing more to be excepted againſt 
in this I»formation of the 9** of February, as matrer of untruch : the 
reaſon ( I conceive ) is, becauſe there is no more of it. This Coun® 
ter-Information, I had from the mouth of the ſaid Coſens himſelte,. 
and have the particulars under his hand. 

Now though there be never a ſentence (ſcarce a clauſe or piece of 
a ſentence) true in all-this Relation, yet ic hath M* Edw ds ſeale 
upon it, and this foundation; 1 WAS INFORMED FOR 
CERTAIN : But firſt, by this ſpecialtie of honour, IT was infor 
med for certain, beſtowed upon this Relation, duth he not ſeeme to 
grant and imply; that he was informed of many other things in Þis 
Gangrene, tor wncertain #It he had been informed of the greateſt port 
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of them for certain untruths, his Information had been orthodox 
and no guile found in the lips of it. 

But fecondly,If Mr. Edwards fignall and choice reports,of which 
he was infurmed for certain, be of ſo dark and diſmall a complexion, 
thac there is ſcarce ſo much as one beame, or the leaſt glimmering 
of the light of T ruth in the whole body of ſome of them, what ſhall 
- we think of thoſe that have no ſuch image or ſuperſcription of con- 
fidence upon them ? If his Chariots and Horſemen faile, ſurely his 
Infantery will yeeld the field. 

3. (And laſtly) I would gladly underſtand', by what charatter 
of difference the man diſcernes between his Information for certain, 
and choſe that are but of vulgar repute with him,and for which he 
alloweth three graines of non-beliefe : I ſuppoſe fach as come from 
his gadly Orthodox Presbyterian Miniſters, he holds for certain : thoſe 
which come from hands whole heads have not been anointed with 
the hands of Conſecration, more ambiguous and doubttfull ; and 
yet certain enough to be reported and fpread,it their faces be but ſer 
againſt Independency.,But who is M"Edwards godly Orthodox Presbyte= 
rian Minifter?Is henot ſuch an one,who works ſtoutly at the forge, 
and feeds both himſelf & the world with all manner of ſcandals and 
falſhoods againſt the Independerts,vithout feare ? We have reaſon to 
judpe fo by the rule of proportion. For p.57.he pronounceth a man, 
# Perſon Religious ,and well- affeed to the Parliament, only upon occa- 
. fon of a Letter written by him,full fraught with falſe and foule ſto- 
ries and infinuations againſt his Sefaries ; who is look*'d upon by 
men as godly, and as judicious as Mr. Edwards, yea and who have 
better opportunitie to know the ſpirit and wayes of the man, in re- 
terence co both thoſe particulars, then he ; by ſuch (I fay) this man 
is look*d upon, as a man no wayes deſerving either of thoſe ccm- 
mendations, exceptirt be by the figure x7” arlipparm ; as will appeare 
(in part) by a Letter, whereof we ſhall give a copie before wc end. * 

You have ſeene the man like himſelte in a Kentzſþ {torie : let us 
croſle the water, and ſee whether wee can finde him in any berter 
{hape on this ſide. Pag. 78. & 79. Hetells you a long formail Rory 
of one Nichols, living about Moore-ficlds, that comes into Stepney-P a> 
riſh to draw away people : That to ir. Cyreznhils face did juſttfie and 
milntaine m my wicked opinions, &c. pen occaſion whercof there ws 
a meeting conciuded , and Mr. Greenhil! and Mr. Burroughs , with 
many others, were at it. Hee tells you further when this meeting 
x Þ 2 Was, 
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, Was, VIZ. a little before Mr, Burroughs fell upon the preaching of 
the jower of tie Magiſtratein matters of Religion, And further a- 
dorns the rejation with many good words that Mr. Greenhill 
ſhould ſpeak at this meering ; with others thar Mr, Burroughs 
ſhon!d ſpeak, as particu)arly, that s regard of theſe things, matters 
being ſo, there was a neceſſiry both of the government of the Church, 
and of the power of the Magiſtrate,&c. As hikewile with others that 
ſhould be ſpok:n by divers others chere preſent. This ſtory is 
long,and the particular forgeries in it numerous beyond mea- 
ſure. In which reſpeR I ſhall defrethe Reader ar his leaſure to 
make the computation,which hemay do with exactnes cnough,if 
he ſhall pleaſe to compare Mr. Eawards Relation with theſe en- 
ſuing lines which I received from Mr. Burroughs himſelf in wri- 
ting,anent the bulineſle ; 

c« Thatſtory Mr. E1wards hath, page 79. of one Nichols, andof 
«« a meeting concluded of, occaſioned by ſome vile opinions vented 
c« by thar Nichols, where Mr, Greenhill and my ſelfe (he ſayes) was, 
«© together with divers paſſages that hee relates came from mee at 


« that meeting,isall falſe. I know no ſuch man as this Nzchols, I 


« never heard there was ſuch a man in the world, till I read it in 
« Mr. Edwards hisbook, I to this day know of no meeting a- 


«« bour him, or any of his opinions, either intended, defired, or 
« reſolved upon, much leffe that there was any ſuch mecrting, The 


c« next Lords day after Mr. Edwards his book came torth, M.Green- 
« billasked me whether I knew of any ſuch; meecing with that Ni- 
<« chals : for his parti he wondred to ſee fucha thing in Mr. Edwards 
« his baok,for he knew of noſuch meeting. Thus far M. Bx-roughs. 
Anz becauſe we bave had occaſion here to mention Mr, Bur- 
roughs, and Mr. Edwards takes occaſion p. 33.not onely to deale 
by him as he doth by his other Setaries , whole opinions he ar- 
raignes (.4 placitum) for errors ; but ſcldome either names cheir 
perions, or encounters their opinions by argament; whereas hee 
hath cxpreſſ:d himſelfe in both againſthim ; I defire to infert a 


ſew lines for the vindication of him that is unjuſtly charged, by | 
dereRing the weaknefſe and groundleſnefſe of the charge, The | 
opinion wherewith Mr. Burronghes ſtands there charged amongſt | 
the SeQari:s, as With an error, Is this : Whatſicver errors or miſe | 
carriages sn Religion, the Church ſbon'd bear withall #n men,continnng 
them fill in communion with them, as brethren, theſe the 6 
OY PO ROTOEND "wy F Gould | 
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fhoald beare with in men, continning them in the Kingdome or Come 
 monwealth,in theenjoyment of the liberty of Subjefs, Bur firftitisro 
be conſidered, that Mr, Burronghes, p. 34. of his book, had laid 
down this poſition, Tat notwihſtinding any plea of conſcience, yet 
if the error be deſiruUlive to the State, a man may be deals withall by the 
Sratefor it. And ſecondly,this, (p. 35-) That no pretence of conſci- 
encecan excuſe 3 man in any matter of apparent injuſtice, Theſe two 
conclufions pre-aſferted, he comes,(p. 67.) to give this Rule for 
forbearance in matters of Religion : That whatſoever miſcarriages 
in matters of Religion the Church fhonld beare with, theſe the CMagi- 
ſtrate ſhould beare with; becauie thoughit ſhould be never ſo much - 
granted, tht the Magiltrate 18 Cmxſtos utrinſque tabule, yer his FF Rn 
charge in matters of Religion reacheth nor further then the Fr pe 
charge of the Church doth. Now Mr.Edwaras to confute this, in- ronghs princi- 
ftanceth in a man whoſe conſcience #5 not ſatisfied tm the point of ſubjefts ples and rules 
tabing up Armes againſt e Armies raiſed by a Prince,and therefore re= about T olera- 
fuſeth bearing Armer, and all miintenance to ſuch a warre, Oc. Such "iſ Pg oe 
a man as this ( ſaith he) the Stare may ſequ:ſter, and the Parlsz= ,,c.nq and 
ment 1 think bath ſequ:ftred many upon ſuch occaſions, taking their e« weak, fitto 
ſtates, 65 c. Surely this confutarion is ſo farrz trom being fit ro ſa- take women 
1tsfie any Scholar, that it hath hardl\ ſt ength or cvlour enough to _ weak per- 
alt ons with, but 
take w0men or weabe peovp ewitha®, For doth che Srate deale with nor tio fatis%e 
ſuch a perſon as he gives inſtance in,as for an error, or ma'ter In any Scholar. 
Religion? or for injuſticeto the Sratz z yea, apparcnt ir iſtice, The truth is, 
and thar which is de{truftive to the Scate? For forbearing that, thar many 
which if o- ters ſhovld forbeare alf{o, rhe Stite muſt needs be de- id Fas 
ſtroyed? Now evident i is,tha: Mr. Burrowehs DoGrine or Rule matdbggseb 
| touching forbearance, concerns matters of Religion, when tt e acc are like ro 
ſubje& marcer is Religion, not matcers of State, wherein men prove the leſſe 
may pretend con{cience.; yea, it may bee, are conſcientious in- fativfactoryto 
deed fo farre, andin ſuch aſenſe,as men of an erronzous conſci- "ry I 
ence may be 1uci, ROM r6-p 
But this confurati inof Mr, Barroughs is (it ſeems) but a for- ſally mote 
lorn hope ; the fore-1unner ofa great Army of contutations ad- offended at a 
vancing. Troilw (I ſee) will needs betrying his valour with e£- 9, men ar 
cilles, wharſoever it coſts him : | RY. FIIOE 
b : {EDS op20oſerth 
Infelix puer, atque impar congreſſus Achilli« i. So to bats 
Unhappy youth , Achilles ro incounter ) way. 
| So farre his overmatch in ſtrength and kill. 
* How his Pen hath abuſed Mr, El of Colcheſter, and other ig Se. 28, 
U 
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full ſervants of God inthole parts, with baſe calumnics and ſlat- 
ders, the world (I conceive) will ſhortly underſtand by an Exprefle 
from thence : For Mr. Ez himſelfe writes thus to a friend in Lon- 
don : © The aſperſtons caſt on me, and ſome others here, by Mr. Ed- 
© wards, are as falſe as foule : which becauſe they are a great part 
<< of his booke and ſtrength, thoſe who are here concerned in it, 
5 will, if God pleaſe, ſhortly make reply. 

Page 57. He affirms that the preceding Letter beginning thus 
(Pag. 5 4.) Worthy Sir, the conſideration of thoſe many, &xc.was written 
to him by a perſon religious , and cordially affefed to the Parliament. 1 | 
know not the man my {elfe, and therefore ſhall not attempe co in- 
{: inge this teſtimony of him out of any pertonall experience which 
I have of him, or of his wayes: but ſhall onely referre the Reader 
for his ſatisfaQtion , both concerning the man, and the teſtimony 
given to him, to this enſuing Letter, written by one well enough 
knowne to himlſelfe, to a ſpeciall friend of his abour the Citie. 


Le beloved and much honored in Chriſt, grace, mercy and peace be 

multiplied to you, and to as many 45 are enabled by the power of God 
to look towards Sion, As T was haſtily peruſing a book writ in Mr. Ed- 
wards 24me,among ſeverall letters therein contained, I found one written 
by a perſors with whom T have more then ordinary acquaint ance. In which 
letter the glory of God,the pure inſtitutions of the Lord Feſus , with the | 
Saints prattiſes,are maliciouſly abuſed, as alſo your felfe not alittle con- 
cerwd. In conſideration of the which, was not a litt/e preſt 12 my own ſp | 
rit,neither indeed could Trefrain, but needs muſt declare unto you the per | 
ſon that wrote it( as he himſelf acknowledgeth,) not knowing but it might | 
ſeem ſirange unto you,and remain as a burden upon your ſpirit , that the 
author of ſo many falſhoods,and,as they appeare to me, palpable untruths, | 
ſhould be > by ſuch a one as /Ur. Edwards) termed a man religious, and 

'  coratally affetied to theParliament.But nut to withhold you any longer, j# 
name 15 Joſiah Ricraft , the ſame man in whoſe name the Reply to you 
Anſwer was printed, the which whether he did inditeor no,T will not af- | 
firm,only I may thinke,but it matters not much whether he ur another 
zndite it,only this T am confident of , hee is aman ſo far from being rel” 
gious, and cordially affeGed to the Parliament, as Mr. Edwards wou 
make the world bekeve, that I ſhall, and am able by evident teſtimome!z 
yea and by that knowledge I in particular have of him, perſpicuouſly mak | 
zt appeare ( and nad done before this, had I not been extraurdinarily P* | 


vented) that be #s an enemy to tbe Parliament, State, and Kingdoms? 
| v7 
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eoncealing ,countenancing,@ bearing correſpondency with ſuch as endeyour 
nothing more then the overthrow of religion &tbe ſubjects liberty. At pre- 
ſent I ſhal ſpeakno more cocerning him,then what I my ſelf dijtintt!y know 
of him: After he had taken the ſolemme league & covenant, he did in vio- 
Iztion thereof,conceal a Colonell the which came out of the Kings Army, 
and from bim did receive the Kings Pitture. Tis Colonell not daring to 
goe abroad in the day time. All thus he did declare in my hearing ; nay, 
during the time this Colonell was in town, he did carry,as now hee doth, a 
great correſpondency with one Afr, Roberts, Miniſter, being one in fel- 
tow ſhip with þhim.vhoſe life this Colonel would have t aken from him.if T 
be not miſinformed, the which as I am credibly informed, had Mr. Ro- 
berts kzown of the Colonels being in town,he would bave endeavoured the 
banging of him, that not without cauſe, for former diſcourteſies received 
from bim,tos tedious to relate. TſÞþal deferre the naming of him wntil I am- 
called to teſtifie what T here declare,the which I hope wil be ſuddenly. And 
thongh he was wiſht &rdeſired to diſcover bim, preſſing the Covenant upon 
bim,yet would he not : T ſhall at the preſent,as not deſtring to be tedious, 
preſent you with one paſſage more; it 15 concerning one who being to goe to 
Oxford with an intent to take up Arms for the Kingybe wel knowing he 
. Was a malignant,and wonld not take the covenant,yet bim did be furniſh 
with mony to carry him to Oxtord,and ba th ſince taken up Armes. This 
I ſhall through the help of God make appeare to be really true,and will de- 
| Clare his n3rae and where he lived,the which I now forbeare in regard of 
ſome friends whom I am not willing in the leaſt to grieve; were not the 
glory of God and the Kingdoms good intereſfed in it,T ſhould not at preſent 
have mentioned an y thing of this nature, but not knowing any way more 
tending to the vindication of both, I take thu mcthod. 

Tatl;, ſpould I declare unto you how commrary bus carrizge and converſa= 
tion is to the Goſpels ruled am confident zt wold ( :4der: the ſpirits of con=- 
ſerentious me-:, 2124 cate 1diniraiim in th{c who prof: ſſe themſelves to be 
followers of nr Lord Feſus. T do aſſure panty 1Þ2 Lord hath (a carried on my 
foul with divine contemplaiiion,u1d ſweet commninn &+ fellowſhrp with 
the Father aud the San,that all the unreaſonable dealings I bave received 
from bimgb.tve not made any impre flion upon my ſpirit only this the righ- 
tems God knoweth batb been no ſrnall ſaddemng to my ſpirit,to ſee bis a- 
verſneſſe of ſpirit to thoſe who are of bis own judgement. But theſe mij- 
carriages I ſball let paſſe untill a mare convenient ſeaſon ,. deſiring with 
all my ſoule the Lord may through the glorious andrich diſcoveries of bim- 


Kife powerfully upon bis ſpirit, cauſe bimto be aſhamed of bis fully, and to 
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own his weakneſſes,that the Lord may yet be honored by him,and his ſoule 
comforted in the day of our Lord Jeſws. And now that God who hath 
made ſuch rich diſcoveries,and glorious manifeſtations of has tender love 
to you in the Syn of bus love, ſtrengthen you throughout that you may be a- 
ble to ſtand, and withſtand all the oppoſition you ſhall meet withall from 
any generation of men,an#d that you may increaſe with the increaſings of | 
God, And this 1s the requeſt of him who 1s Your brother in the Rock Chriſt, 
Ge. (le 

As tothe contents of the letter written to Mr. Edw. by that re/i- 
grows per ſon, and ſe cordiilly affetiedio the Parliament ( as you have 
heard) how notoriouſly falſc are a great part of them! As firſt,chat 
Mr.X:f:n,and ſome others, upon their diſputes with Dr.Featley, 
M.Seaman,M.Calamy, M.Porter, and others, gave out to their mem- 
bers that they had the better, and that M. Calamy durſt nos diſpute with 
them, Both which are diſavowed by the perſons charged, and with 
certainty of knowledge that the reporter can never prove cither 
the one or the other of them. 

2. The faid lecrer afftirmeth, that M. Kiffex was left ont from that 
diſputaticn which w as held and tobe beld with M.Calawmy,erc.whereas 
itis ſo far from the truth, that he was /eft o#t from this diſputation, 
that earneſtly ſolicicing an exemption from rthar ingagemenr, his 
motion herein was abſolutely refuſed by the reſt that were to 
diſpute. 

bo He affirmeth,that the ſaid M. K:ffen was put to do the dradgery, 
to feich up members ſcattered 10 and fron the countrey,&c, This allo 
i8 as falſe as falſhood ir ſelfe can make a report ro be : The faid 
M.Kifer never ſtird a foot out of the Citie,further then his ow! 
houſe all the while, | 

4. This religious perſon in the ſame letter ſaith, that not onely 
M.K:fen,but others alſo of them did the like good ſervice ( as Hobſo! |. 
the T azlor) in their places, This again is ſo far from truth,or likelt | 
hood of truth, that this Hobſon he ſpeaks of, with Mr.K :fe, wet 
(amongſt others) made choyce of by their friends to attend tit 
diſputation, and to manage their intereſt in the controverſie 4 
gainft their oppoſers, and therefore could not doe that , beſides 
which there was nothing poſſible ro be done by them, or any © 
thers,thar can now fave the pen of Religiows T, R, from the pollu- 
tion and reproach ofa falſe pen, 

5. The ſaid letter advancerh yet further in her way of folly,and! 
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aftirmeth,that ore of their members whoſe name rs Palmer,being reeo- 
vered,came into their Conventicle houſe, and there before many people 
ſaid, That Phy ſatizns left her as they found her, This is a very empha- 
cicalluntruth ;the woman never making uſe of any Phyſitian all 
the time of her ſickneſle. 

6. This letter (which ſeems to be Gangrena's chiefe favourite a- 
mong all her fellowes) being loath that any other ſhould carry 
away the whetſtone from her, pleads for this prize with ſuch an 
argument, which makes all the quaint inventions, and bold fi&i- 
ons, anddaring relations inthe book beſides, to give place and 
yeeld the crown, This is a ſtory of a woman that was to be rebap- 
tized; a ſtory which makes the tale of Gargantaz and Don Buixt 
with his windmils,to look like Goſpels in compariton of it. Ic is 
pitie the relator ſhould either ear or drink,till either he hath pro- 
ved the truth, orelſe confefſedthe untruth of ir. 

This letter boaſts what miſchiefe it could doe.yert further , as 
when it ſaith, Mary ſuch Heatheniſh, & Atheiſticall paſſages WITH 
BASENES,1 could relate of this man & ſome of bis members,&c.Tt 
is very likely that what ever you cando in this kind, you malt Joz 
it wITH B ASENES,orelſe lctit alone. But indeed you have give 
the world a very full account of your great abiliry to relate what 
beatheniſh and Altheiſticall paſſages you plcaſe of any man, Hee that 
can report and ayouch the laſt mentioned ſtory for a trutn, may 
be confident that his forchead will not fail him in any adven:ure 
of impudence whatſoever. 

For a conclufion,I ſhal only point you to fome few more ſpots 
which appeare here and there in the body ofthe Gangyeve, which 
plainly ſhew the very vitals & inward pirts of it to bepeftilenti- 

ally infeted; & I make no quettion bur ere long you will ſee the 
whole body of it full of ſach ſpots all over, which will plainly be- 

. wray the conſtitution of it to be the poy ſon of Dragons, andgall 
of Aſps.P.93.he affirms, T hat ſever all Settaries went early to Briffoll 
(he means fince the retaking of ic by the Parliament )& into Wales 
alſo;inſtancing in two,with an &c,viz.0nc M.Bacon,& M. Symonas: 
This M.Symond- profeſſerh, that i1ace the recovery of Brsſtol, he 
came not neer either Briſtol or Wales by forty miles. But if M.£dw, 
comes within forty miles of the Truth, he makes a commendable 
voyape. I beleeve he came not neer it by twice forty, when p.100, 
Ipcaking of great livings,he callech rhem (at leaſt as jome om 
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ſtand him) a cbing which tbeir Presbyterian fouls abborre,The tenor 
of the paſlage is this : He chargeth M.Peters, frequently to bave prea- 
chedin Citie and countrey, that were it not for livings of two oy three 
bundred pounds a yeare,there would beno difference between the Presby- 
tersans and the Independents, Ai'd glofling this texc,addeth, wicked- 
ly and maliciou ſly inſinuating unto the people, as if Presbyterian Mini- 
fters oppoſed the way of T ndependency becauſe of great livings , eA 
7HING OUR SOULS ABHOR. It his meaning be, that the 
practice here gently 1nſ{1nuated agariſt them, viz, that the oppoſing 
the ray of Independency becauſe of great livings, # a thing which their 
ſoul abhors,nor the great 1ivings themſelves, I ſay no myrebut this; 
I with the rule were as trueas the exception: 1. that the oppoſing | 
the way of Independency for great lsv3ngs, were as truly the abhorring 
of Presbyterian /ouls, as the great livings chemſelves are NOT, 
Pag-70. he zfirms, That one of Lilboyns eyes war PUT OUT by 
a Pike in the ſtreet immediatly upon bus letter comming forth againſt Mr. 
Prynne and the Aſſembly. By the way it ſeems he hath forteited his 
honour of being Lieutenant Colonel,by the high crime of wri- | 
ting aletter againſt M. Prynne and the Aſſembly; yea and all his inte- 
reſt in the honor and gentry of his Houſe and Family. But had not 
M. Edw. a great beam in his own eye, he might eaſily have ſeen, 
that neither of L{borns eyes are put out. He is able to ſee and read 
twenty untraths and renin M.Edw. book,with the worlt of them, 
That which he reports of him, p.96. that her & reported to bee one, 
who ts a player at crrds,cither is a falſe report it ſelf,or at leaſt a Re- 
port of a Report which is falſe,and ſo litcle better. The man prote- 
ſted that h- never plaid a game ar cards fince his coming toLondov- 
Thereſt of the aſperſives1n the ſame retinue, as th. he zsreported 
to be a man of a looſe life, prophaning the Lords day in ſports, one who 
wall fit loug with company at wine and eipling, &c. are grapes growW- 
ing upon the ſame thorn. In the page laſt named, he talks ofone 
Thomas Moore of Line-lnſhire, a great Seftary and manif-ftarian:] be- 
leeve M. Edw. himſclt is the greateſt manifeſtzrian under heaven. 
Thereis no man hath m2nif:fted that weaknes of judgement, that 
ſtrength} of malice againſt the Saints,wkich he hath done, And for 
Thomas core of Lineol:ſhire, 2 $ eftary of thar mu gnitude which\hee ; 
imports, I no more beleeve there is any ſuch man, then I doe rhat 
there is any ſuch woman at Braſteed in Kent, as he ſpeaks of, p.-88. 
89, that is a Preaoher,and chat with others breaks bread in ber "_ 
F, 


ec brief Anſwer to an ulrerouw Treatiſe. 


Mr.Saltmarſh in his late booke affirms,that the contrary is knowne 


to himſelfe and all the Towne. 
P2p.128. He talks of Biſhop Hl, or one of his Chaplains, as holding Sed. 33, 


far ſmaller errors then T(he means chietly,in the point of Juſtification, 
as appears by the contexc.)But that I hold any errors in Juſtificati- 
on, greater then himſelf, y=a or any fo great by many degrees, who 
yet(I make no queſtion)preſumes himſelt as Orthodox in the point 
as either the Biſhop he ſpeaks of, or any of his Chaplains, will be a 
thouland times ſaid, before once prov'd , either by himſelf, or all 
his party of godly Orthodex Presbyteriall Miniſters. Pag.s. of his Dedi- 
catory Epiſtle, his forehead ſerves him to abuſe the honorable Hou- 
.. ſes of Parliament with this loud untruth, that there are eleven necet- 
ings,at leaſt, of Seftaries, in one Pariſh in this Citie. What ſball be given 
anto thee, or what ſhall be done wnto thee, thou falſe tongue ? Sharp ar- 
rowes of the mighty, and coales of Juniper 2. Setting aſide the Presbyte- «pg 129. 3.4 
7:an meetings, confident I am, that he cannot find the one haltfe of | 
that number he ſpeaks of, of meetings of all orher SeCaries, in any 
Pariſh whatſoever in the Citie. | E 
But this ſaying of his needs not be melancholy for want of com- 
pany ; it hath Brethrem-enough 77: the iniquirze of it. And becauſe the 
pages of his book are not large enough to contain the ſhameleſs un- 
truths he hath a minde to utrer, he quarters them here and there in 
 themargent of it. You ſhall find rwo together in the margent of the 
kcond and third pages of his Preface. Here firſt he faith, that Over- 
' ton an Independent Book-ſeller bo:ſtcd that an Anſwer ( to his Antapolo= 
gie)was in the Preſſe. Whereas he onely ſaid(and that without hoaſt- 
mg)that there was an Anſwer to it entred in their Hall-Booke,and 
ready for the Preſſe. 2. He addes iniquitte to iniquitie ; and faith, 
that Exton gn Independent, Milliner, {aid the ſame words, who yer 
Ipakenort ſo much; for he neither {aid rhat it was in the Prefſe, nor 
yet that it was entred into the Hall book. And who ſhould report, 
that ſome of Fohn Goodwins Church reported, that ſome of bis Church- 
members preached for him, becauſe he ws anſwering the Antapologie; I 
| believe he no moreknoweth, then declareth. And why he calls Ea- 
ton an Independent Millmer,] believe.if he were called to an account, 
he could pive none;bur like unto himicite,i.cicher ſome vagrant and 
look report that he was ſo;zor ſome poore reaſon,89 degrees of Lo- 
gue tacirude from a ſuffic'ent proofe or demonſtration. Bur the 
J18g 18, Trattant fabrilia fabri. 
Pag.33. 


ef brief Anſwer to an ulcerows Treatiſe, 


Sect. 34. Pag.33. ſpeaking of M* Burroughs opinion formerly mentioned, | 
which he makes the 150 error in his Catalogue, he brands it with 
this falie mark in his margin : This #s an error deſtruffive to the power 
of Civill Magiſtrates,and ſafety of Common-wealths.jin divers caſes. The 
rruth is, that the opinion,1. isno error, but a Truth : and 2. ſo farre 
trom being an error deſtru&3ve, either to the power of Civill Magi- 
ſtrates, or ſafety of Common-wealths, in any caſe or caſes whatſoever ; 
that itis a I ruth of a ſoveraigne importance, both for the ſupport 
and ſtrengthning of the ag: qr power 3 as alſo for the ſafety of 
Common-wealths.The ſmoak of the exception made againſt it,was 
before ſcattered. And if he were examined how he came by that ſto= 
ry, p-104- concerning M* Kiffer ( formerly ſpoken of ) viz..that he 
ſhould tell the Church,that he would relate the whole matten(concerning 
the womans recovery that had been anointed)l feare he could hard- 
ly prove,that he came honeſtly by it. The man affures me,that there 
was no ſuch undertaking, nor relation made by him at all. 

Sel. 35. Reader, I have( for the preſent ) given thee onely a taſte of M® 
Edwards grapes : yet ſufficient (I preſume) to convince thee,that his | 
vine, 1s of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrab ; his grapes, | 
grapes of gall; his claſters bitter ; his wine, the poyſon of dragons, and the 

*Deur. 32.32, cruell venome of Aſpes 2, I profeſſe truly , that I have not read one 
33+ quarter of the book, as yet; nor know whether I ſhall ever care to 
read it thorough or no. The far greateſt part of the particulars de- 
tected, were oblerv'd by others, and preſented unto me. A few daies : 
(1 make no queſtion) will give thee more l:ght, wherewich to com- 
prehend his darkneſſe. By that time the boughs of his tree are a lite 
more withered, they will be broken off: the women will come,and ſet them 
on fire Þ.The day will come,and is eyen at the dore,when there will 
be ſcarce one ſtone left upon another of all this falſe building, which 
will not be pzlPd doyne by the hand of Truth. And when the ler- 
vants of God ſhall have had the opportunitie to waſh off that dirt 
and filth which Mr.-Edwards hath now caſt upon them, Gangrens 
will be found a ſtrumpet,yea and of the race $& lineage of that Gre 
© Revel.19. 2. ſcarlet whore, which corrupteth the Earth with her fornication ©. | 
The Cretians are alwaies lyers,evill beaſts.ſlow bellies. This reſizmon) 4 
3Tit,1,12,13, true:wherefore rebuke them ſharply,tbat they may be ſound in the faith © 
| I cruſt that this brief Anſyzer, will contribure a proportionablein- 
fluence toward this bleſſed effe&t upon M* Edwards, and helpe to 
make him more ſound both in Faith, and manzers allo. 
F 18 & 


